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President’s Message by Linda Bruno

May 2014

We can only hope that spring is finally here! As the weather turns
warmer, thoughts turn to spending lazy days on a beach. This
brings to mind the story of the starfish and the difference one small
act can make.
A man walking along the beach notices a boy picking something up
and gently throwing it into the ocean. Approaching the boy, he
asked, "What are you doing?" The youth replied, "Throwing starfish
back into the ocean. The surf is up and the tide is going out. If I
don't throw them back they'll die".
"Son", the man said, "Don't you realize there are miles and miles of
beach and hundreds of starfish? You can't make a difference!"
After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another starfish and threw it back into the ocean. Then, smiling at the man, he
said, "I made a difference for that one!"
Thank you all for making a difference! While actively employed in
our excellent public schools, you may have been unable to make a
difference in the lives of every student you came in contact with, but
know the invaluable impact you have had on many. You continue to
be involved in preserving our public schools, ensuring quality education and maintaining the pensions and benefits, not only for the
retired but for every teacher and ESP in our schools today, through
your continued membership in our unified associations.
We must never give in to thinking that something is impossible and
that we cannot make a difference. One seemingly small act, such as
putting a starfish back into the ocean, may be the one thing that can
make a difference, not just for one, but for all!
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Steinhauer Statement on State Pension Contribution
Published Thurs, March 27, 2014
NJEA President Wendell Steinhauer issued the following statement in regard to the state’s proposed Fiscal Year 2015 pension contribution:
“Since the new pension law went into effect in 2011, NJEA has carefully watched the state’s
contributions to ensure that New Jersey lives up to its obligations under the law, just as pension fund members always have. Like many others, we were surprised to see that the state had
made changes to its actuarial assumptions that led to a decrease in the states’ projected contribution in the upcoming year from $2.4 billion to $2.25 billion. We also noted the retroactive decrease from $1.68 billion to $1.58 billion in the current year’s contribution, and publicly questioned why both of those changes were made.
“Actuarially required contributions, which form the basis for determining how much the state
must put into the pension system, are, by their nature, educated estimates of what is required
to adequately fund the pension system. It is not unusual to see small variations in assumptions
from year to year or from one actuary to another. However, upon close inspection, it appears
that the state has begun to adopt assumptions which tend to lower its contribution while ignoring advice to adopt other assumptions which would increase the required contribution. That is
a very dangerous first step back toward the state’s irresponsible funding practices that created
our pension problem in the first place.
“ We believe the state’s behavior highlights the need for an independent actuary, employed by
and answerable to the pension fund rather than the state, to determine each year’s required
state contribution. Putting that responsibility in the hands of an independent actuary will reduce the likelihood of inappropriate political interference in the calculation of the state’s required contribution, and will help ensure that the pension funding law serves its purpose of returning the state to sound, sustainable funding practices.
“We, therefore, call on the Legislature to pass, and the governor to sign, legislation that ensures
an independent, non-political process for determining the state’s required pension payment beginning in Fiscal Year 2016. We also call on the Legislature and the Governor to reiterate their
commitment to following the law and funding the pension to ensure the long-term stability of
the system. “

Www.njea.org/news/2014-03-27/steinhauer-statement-on-state-pensioncontribution
Resources to Stay Informed or To Inform
Go to www.njea.org or better yet www.njea.org/njrea
Contact Sen. Steven Oroho, Asw. Allison Littell McHose, and Asm. Parker Space
All have the same phone number & address 973-827-0200
115 Demarest Road, Suite B,
Sparta, NJ 07871
SenOroho@njleg.org AswMcHose@njleg.org AsmSpace@njleg.org
Contact Gov. Chris Christie
1-609-292-6000
PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625
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SCREA MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Prepared by Ann Lane, Membership Chair
For April/June 2014 meetings

*Unified bills for the 2014-15 membership
year should be mailed out in May or June.
NJEA asks that you return them as soon as
possible but especially prior to August 1 to
ensure continuous mail deliveries of your
publications.
*If you or your friends have not received your
NJREA/NJEA/NEA/or CREA 2013-2014 publications you may not have paid your annual
dues.
*Life NJREA members that do not have unified membership should send your $10 annual county membership or $250 life membership to the address below.
*NJREA members that have membership in
another county and want an additional
county membership in Sussex, please send
your $10 annual membership to the address
below
*To assureyou receive the quarterly SCREA
newsletter please add SCREANJ@gmail.com
to your contacts list.
If you have any questions/problem about
membership or your membership status, or
receiving the county newsletter, please do not
hesitate to contact me by phone, email or
snail mail. (laneac9999@gmail.com, 21 Aspen Court, Hamburg, NJ 07419 or
973.209.4129)

Lucille Stanziale and Linda Bruno represent the SCREA
at a NAACP Rally, “Save our Public Schools” on March 27.

Calendar of Events
Wed. May 20, 2014 Trip: Penn’s Peak (pg. 5)
Mon. June 2, 2014 SCREA luncheon/ meeting
Mon. Aug 11, 2014 SCREA Exec. Meeting
Mon. Aug 18, 2014 SCREA Mailing Meeting
Mon. Sept. 22, 2014 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
Thurs. Sept. 18, 2014 NJREA Luncheon/meeting
Mon. Oct. 20, 2014 SCREA Exec. Meeting
Mon. Oct. 27, 2014 SCREA Mailing Meeting
Weds. / Thurs Nov. 5 & 6, 2014 NJREA Convention in
Atlantic City
Mon. Dec.1, 2014 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
Tues Dec. 16, 2014 Hunterton Hills Playhouse
Mon. April 13, 2015 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
Mon. June 1. 2015 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
All luncheons are planned for the Lafayette House
at Noon. Executive and mailing meetings are at 10
AM at the SCEA office, TriCo building, 47 Rt. 206.
Augusta, NJ

Necrology
by Nancy Clink

Feb. 24, 2014 to April 27, 2014

We will sadly miss our member, Patricia Lawler who taught art in Hopatcong for 30 years. She passed away March 27.
Please contact me at 973-293-7233 if you hear of the demise of one of our
members.
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Secretary’s Minutes:
By Linda Adams, sub. secretary
The April 7, 2014 luncheon/ meeting at the Lafayette
House was called to order at 12:05 PM by President
Linda Bruno who led the flag salute. Barbara Henderson led the singing of “God Bless America”’
The invocation was given by Theresa Boscia.
President Bruno welcomed us and introduced the
SCREA Executive Board, Detective Chris Brogan and
Sheriff Michael Strada. She announced that Toni Soderholm and her committee were running a 50-50 and
all tickets would be sold in the lobby prior to the meeting in the future.
President Bruno thanked Martin Dolci for his many
years of service as Budget chair. H. Ralph Smith will
serve for the remainder of the fiscal year.
A motion to accept the minutes from the September
16, 2013 meeting and treasurer’s report as they appeared in the October newsletter was made by Elise
Fallini and seconded by Toni Soderholm. It carried.
Correspondence: The Dominican Republic Dream
Project expressed their appreciation for our donations
which were used to purchase school and craft supplies,
sports equipment and hygiene items. Pres. Bruno,
Lucille Stanziale and Lucille Gigantelli traveled there
in February to transport the donations to the Dream
Project schools. The trip was featured on www.njea.org.
Presidents Report: President Bruno attended the
Jan. 30 NJREA Delegate Council. Rules for working
after retirement in any TPAF position for 180 school
days from the date of retirement seem to change on a
day to day basis. This includes being a substitute
teacher. Newly retired are cautioned that they should
not jeopardize their pension and health benefits. They
should contact the Division of Pensions to get a written
response . The NJREA Constitution and Bylaws revisions are complete and are in the March NJREA Newsletter. They will be voted upon at the May 28 NJREA
DC. The SCREA constitution committee under chair
Anita Feliciano have a completion goal of Sept. 2015.
The NJREA Convention will be held at the Taj Mahal
in Atlantic City on Nov. 5&6. Room rates will be $80
plus tax and fees. The NJREA Spring Hipp Luncheon
will be held on April 24 at the Scottish Rite.
Ann Lane and President Bruno attended a President/
Membership Chair training on March 13.They were
given the new Membership Handbook.
Linda Adams, Linda Bruno, Gail Baum, Elise Falleni
Marie Kovacs, Pam Raynor, Ralph Smith and Lucille
Stanziale attended the SCEA Legislative Reception on
March 25. Lucille Stanziale and Pres. Bruno attended
the “Save Our Public Schools” rally in Trenton on
March 27.

The election of delegates for the 2014 TPAF trustee election will be held at the SCEA Representative Council meeting on May 13. Delegates will
vote by mail ballot should an election for trustee be
necessary.
Our next Executive Committee meeting is April 28
and the mailing meeting is May 5 at 10 AM at the
SCEA office. 1 VP, Marie Kovacs will be running
both meetings as Pres. Bruno will be on grandmother duty in Texas.
We are passing around envelope with SCEA 50/50
raffle tickets to support their philanthropic scholarship. All locals are asked to sell tickets. Please
return the envelope to the front table once it has
circulated.
Committee Reports
1st VP: Marie Kovacs: Reported on the Senior
Scam committee meeting who met with Chris
Grogan from the Sussex County Prosecutor's office
on October 28.
She thanked us for the collection of nonperishable
food items for a local food bank.
2ndVP Lucille Stanziale: Next meeting/luncheon
is June 2
Membership: Ann Lane sent newly retired members electronic newsletters.
Member Benefits: Elise Falleni: The March optical pop up shop was successful. We will repeat this
event next March.
Government Relations: Ralph Smith: The Governor retroactively cut payment to our pension
plan and changed the funding formula. He plans to
cut pension payments next year and in the years to
follow. We need to write letters to show our outrage. You may keep abreast of the situation at
www.njea.org and www.njea.org/njrea
Scholarship: Toni Soderholm: Applications for
the scholarships have been mailed to the guidance
departments of all Sussex County public high
schools as well as Port Jervis for Sussex County
students. We will also be presenting three $1000
Arlene Hartman Memorial scholarships to the college students who were recipients of SCREA scholarships while Arlene was chair. The deadline for
all scholarships is April 30. The selection committee will be meeting in early May.
(Continued on pg. 7)
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SCREA Travel Report
May 20, 2014-Penn’s Peak for the
Luncheon Show: Danny and the Juniors live
in concert! Bus leaves Newton Park and
Ride at 9:30 AM. Doors open at 11:30 AM,
Lunch is 12 noon and the show follows the
lunch. See beautiful scenery in Jim Thorpe
Pennsylvania while being entertained.
$70.00 pp. We have about 8 seats left. Let
Linda A or Lucille know if you are interested in going. We can put you on the waiting list also if you like.
Contact: Linda Adams or Lucille Stanziale
(973) 827-6285
(973) 579-2797
37 Fairview Ave.
Hamburg, NJ 07419
cell 973-714-1646
lin150@ptd.net

SCEA Office, Suite 2
47 Route 206
Augusta, NJ 07822
scea15@earthlink.net

Mail checks written to SCREA Trips to
Lucille at SCEA office

For Donations to the SCREA Philanthropic fund
(scholarship)
Name: _______________________Date:_________
Address:___________________________________
Amount:_______
(Optional) In memory________________________
(Optional) Name & Address to send acknowledgement to

Please mail to SCREA Philanthropic fund, SCEA
Office, TriCo Plaza, Suite 2, 47 Route 206,
Augusta, NJ 07822

Sept. 13– 20, 2014 Carnival Cruise
The Splendor will cruise to Boston, MA,
Portland, ME; St. John’s Bay and Halifax,
NS. People who have signed up for this trip
should be aware your balance is due no
later than May 30, 2014. Linda is working
on transportation to and from port and insurance. She will give you a final total if it
differs. A Passport is required
Dec. 16, 2014 Hunterton Hills Playhouse Christmas Luncheon Show.
Both the show price and bus have gone up.
The cost is $80 PP. Our bus seats 55. The
bus leaves Newton Park and Ride at 9:30
AM. Please let us know now if you plan to
attend.

Scholarship News
By Toni Soderholm
Applications for the Warren D. Cummings
and Fred Aug Memorial scholarships have
been mailed to the guidance departments of
all Sussex County public high schools as well
as Port Jervis for Sussex County students.
We will also be presenting three $1000
Arlene Hartman Memorial scholarships.
Applications for these have been sent to the
college students who were recipients of
SCREA scholarships while Arlene was chair.
This was the request of Arlene’s family. The
deadline for all scholarships is April 30. The
selection committee will be meeting in early
May. Scholarships will be presented at our
June luncheon/meeting.
Thank you to our members who mailed in
donations to our scholarship fund. Your donations are tax deductible. All money in the
philanthropic fund is used for scholarships.
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Tips to Prevent Break-Ins
From Detective Brogan
The Heroin Epidemic has increased
break-ins. Jewelry and cash is
what is normally taken. Keep jewelry and money out of sight and
preferably locked in a safe. If feasible have
the safe dead bolted to a secure location.
Don’t Showboat: Don’t leave unchained bicycles/ scooters in your yard. Secure same in
a closed garage. Keep your garage door closed
so thieves can’t see what you have. If you
have just purchased a new expensive item
(Plasma TV) don’t put the box out by your garbage. This tells a thief what you have just
purchased.
You may also be showing off too much to people walking by your house. Open up your curtains, blinds or shades and stroll around the
house as well. If you have a number of expensive items within plain sight or near windows,
think about doing a minor redesign to move
them out of view.
Tricking Burglars: If burglars can tell that
someone is home there’s a greater chance that
they won’t attempt to break in. Remember,
more break-ins occur during the day when
many people are at work. For that reason,
when you leave the house, create an illusion
that someone is still there. You can leave a
light on, along with music or your television
for good measure. Of course, if you’re going to
be burning up that electricity by not turning
off lights when you leave, make sure you’ve
installed compact fluorescent bulbs that last
longer and are better for the environment.
You can also mentally fake them out by putting a home security sign in your yard. This
won’t guarantee they won’t test out whether
it’s valid, but it could deter them. According
to the Office of Community Oriented Police
Service, most residential thieves stay away
from houses with such signs.
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Secure Sliding Doors and Windows: Simply take a strong dowel, steel bar or two-byfour and slide it into the back groove. That
way, even if people can pick the lock, the rod
stops the door from sliding back and opening.
Lock all windows when not at home. Also remember to check window air conditioning
units. If you can jimmy the window up from
the outside, add a stopper to that frame.
Don’t leave a Spare Key Out: It may seem
like a good idea to leave a spare key hidden
under a flower pot or doormat in case you get
locked out of your house. But that’s an open
invitation for a burglar to walk inside without
any difficulty. Someone could also see you retrieve the key at some point, giving away your
hiding place.
Instead, give a spare to a neighbor you know
or friend who lives nearby for safekeeping.
Since most people now own cell phones, if you
lock yourself out you can call for help or walk
over to the person’s house. You could also put
the spare into a combination lockbox and hide
that somewhere outside.

Safety for Seniors
The Sussex County Sheriff’s Office offers information about Telemarketing
Fraud , Scam and Home Burglary Awareness. There is a Senior Photo Program
with Emergency ID Cards.
Triad offers a wristband with the Sheriff’s office phone number and a registration number. They record the senior citizen’s name, address, phone number, emergency contact person and physician information. This will assist any first responder in identifying a senior citizen in
need and unable to communicate with the
responder.
If interested contact the Sussex County
Sheriff’s Office at 973-579-0850 extension
2114.
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM (SCREA)
Please reserve ____place (s) for the June 2nd luncheon at the Lafayette House.
Enclosed is my check for $_________($24.00 per person payable to SCREA)
Name __________________________ Guest __________________ ________
Address_________________________________________________________
Phone # _______________________________________
Send to LUCILLE STANZIALE, SCREA, TriCo Plaza, Suite 2, 47 Route 206, Augusta, NJ 07822 by
Friday May 16, 2014
- - -Cut here please - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Second Vice President’ Report– by Lucille Stanziale
Menu:
Our Spring Luncheon meeting will be held on Monday, June 2 Minestrone Soup
at twelve noon, at the Lafayette House, Olde Lafayette Village,
House Salad
Lafayette, NJ.
Rolls and butter
Reservations may be made by mailing your check ($24 .00 per Chicken Piccata served
with Rice Pilaf
person) made out to SCREA to me at the address above. No
Vegetable Du Jour
phone reservations will be accepted. Membership in SCREA
Cheesecake,
and/or NJREA under the unification guidelines is required.
Coffee or Tea
The deadline for reservations is May16, 2014. Any reservations received after this date cannot be guaranteed a meal.
Please mail ahead of time to allow for postal delivery. If you cannot attend the meeting,
we would like you to have your meal; therefore, please make arrangements with someone
to pick up your meal. For those with religious or medical restrictions, a vegetarian meal
or substitution is available upon request from your server when seated. Please try to arrive at the luncheon by 11:45 AM but not before 11:30 AM. The next luncheon meeting is
on Monday Sept.22, 2014.
Minutes: April 7 Luncheon Meeting
2013-14 SCREA Treasurer’s Report 2
For the April/June Meetings
Prepared by Ann C. Lane, Treasurer
General Checking Account
Balance 3/27/14
11599.95
TriCo CD 3 (matures 10/11/14)
Trico Regular 3/31/14
Lifetime Lakeland
Lifetime TriCo CD (matures 7/5/18)

2051.83
25.00
15727.81
12788.80

Philanthropic/Scholarship 3/31/2014
Lakeland 3/31/2014
6853.69
TriCo Draft (Checking)
185.20
TriCo Main Shares
62.51
TriCo CD (matures 10/1/14)
5129.60

Continued from pg. 4

Website: Paul Stanziale written report: He, Lucille
Stanziale and Linda Bruno met with an NJEA Consultant March 31 to begin developing a new SCREA
website hosted by and linked to NJEA at
www.sussexcountyrea.org.
Travel: Linda Adams has about 8 tickets remaining
for Penn’s Peak on May 20th to see Danny and the
Juniors and to have lunch. December 16th is the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse Christmas Luncheon.
Old Business: none New Business: none
Announcements: Please vote for Logan Brightenback ,Walnut Ridge student (Vernon) for a van at
www.mobilityawarnessmonth.com/entrant/loganbrettenbach-sussex-nj.
Motion to Adjourn by Lynn Tyler, Second JoAnn
Horvath at 12:40 PM
Program: Marie Kovacs introduced Detective Chris
Grogan from the Sussex County Prosecutor’s office
and Sheriff Michael Strada who presented a program
on senior safety. Handouts were distributed.

SUSSEX COUNTY
RETIRED
EDUCATORS
ASSOCIATION
Tri Co Plaza, Suite 2
47 Route 206
Augusta, NJ 07822

To:

Vote in the General
Elections, Tuesday,
June 3, 2014

First Vice Presidents Report
by Marie Kovacs

Program: Join the SCREA on Monday,
June 2nd for our last meeting before summer break. We will Pay it Forward by
awarding two $1000 scholarships, the
Fred Aug Memorial Scholarship and the
Warren D Cummings Scholarship. Two
deserving high school seniors, who plan
to major in education, will be selected by
the Scholarship Committee, chaired by
Toni Soderholm. They and their families
will be invited to our luncheon.
This year there will also be a special
scholarship to honor Arlene Hartman
who chaired the Scholarship Committee
for many years. Three one thousand dollar scholarships will be awarded. The
funds are donations from family, friends,
neighbors and retirees. The awardees are
previous recipients who received their
scholarships when Arlene was chair.
They are now in college working on their
degrees. This one time event recognizes
the dedication of Arlene to our organization and is a fitting tribute to her hard
work.

Our April 7th Program was Senior Scams.
Detective Chris Grogan (on the right) discusses some recent scams with some of our
members.

