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We hope 2015 finds you in good health and that you have been able
to endure this extreme winter weather with a minimum of discomfort.
Our trip to the Dominican Republic to transport donations from Sussex
County educators was a welcome respite from the cold, however it was a
rude awakening to return to New Jersey.
NJEA is partnering with America's Agenda, a group that works with
labor unions to find ways to curtail rising health care costs without diminishing benefits for members. NJEA President Steinhauer will serve
on the board of this organization that seeks to generate savings in care
delivery that will make the state health plans more affordable. NJEA
assures us that it will never agree to reduce pension benefits for current
retirees and will oppose any legislation that will require us to pay for
health insurance.
It is becoming more important than ever to register with MBOS
online if you haven't already done so. The automated phone service is
being phased out as Division of Pension employees retire and using
MBOS will be the only way to avoid the long wait when using the phone
to make pension or health benefit changes. To register for MBOS or log
on to an account visit: www.njgov/treasury/pensions. Your pension
number is on your form used for your IRS filing.
NJREA elections for officers, delegates and alternates to the NJEA
Delegate Assembly and NEA delegation members will be held from
April 15 to April 30. NJEA elections will be held online however,
NJREA will continue to use paper ballots. Balloting will close on April
30, so be sure to return your ballot promptly.
The NJREA Spring Luncheon/Meeting will be held on April 23 at the
Scottish Rite in Bordentown. All members are
encouraged to attend to
hear the latest information for members. The
cost is $30 and registration coupons will be in
the next NJREA newsletter. Consider joining
us and please feel free to
contact me to arrange
carpooling.
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In Memory of Senator Bob Littell
By H. Ralph Smith
With the recent passing of former Senator Bob Littell, public educators have lost a
true friend. Throughout Bob's long and distinguished career as an Assemblyman and
Senator he always worked to support and improve public schools. He was always open
and accessible to our Association's representatives. Bob often showed a willingness to
stand up to partisan political pressure and vote for what was right for the people of
New Jersey and Sussex County. It is a shame that we don't have more politicians, today, with his courage and conviction. Bob Littell was awarded the Warren D. Cummings award by the SCEA as well as the Friend of Education Award by the NJEA. His
career was focused on service and commitment to the people of our State and the
SCREA offers our thanks for that service as we remember a true friend.
12 Critical Things Your Family Needs to Know
Limited free offer

March 15, 16 & 17, 2015

This booklet will be available for a free download through a special arrangement with NJEA
Member Benefits. For a 72 hour period, March 15-17 NJREA members can download this for
free. After that a digital copy will cost $5 for NJEA members. This workbook that takes about
90 minutes to finish will help your children/ beneficiaries find all your final wishes and important documents. It is an efficient way to make sure your affairs are in order. It was written by
Mark Gavagan after the loss of his father and following his struggle to put affairs in order.
Visit http://12criticalthings.com on these dates, click on “Buy Now” and use the offer code
“njeamemberbenefits “ to receive your free digital copy. The book will be immediately available
for download with a link also sent to you via email. You will not receive spam nor be put on an
email list as a result of this download.
Note: Is your email address up to date with NJEA? To receive a timely reminder of the threeday free download, you’ll want to make sure. Click on “Member Sign in” at njea.org and then
click on “My profile” to check your email address.

Resources to Stay Informed or
To Inform
Go to www.njea.org or
better yet www.njea.org/njrea

Harmony in Motion at our December
luncheon.

Contact Sen. Steven Oroho, Asw. Alison Littell
McHose, and Asm. Parker Space
All have the same phone number & address
973-827-0200
115 Demarest Road, Suite B, Sparta, NJ 07871
SenOroho@njleg.org AswMcHose@njleg.org
AsmSpace@njleg.org
Contact Gov. Chris Christie
1-609-292-6000
PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625
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SCREA Membership Report
2014-15 SCREA Treasurer’s Report 2
Prepared by Ann Lane, Membership Chair
For February/April 2015 meetings
Please remember that any dues paid during
the school year go toward that year’s dues
(Sept. 1 – Aug. 31) not a year from your payment. 2015 -16 Membership bill should be
mailed out in June.
*If you or your friends do not receive your
NJREA/NJEA/NEA/or SCREA 2014-2015 publications you may not have paid your annual
dues. You can always contact me to check your
membership status
*Please make sure that your email contacts
include SCREANJ@gmail.com so that you are
assured you receive the quarterly SCREA
newsletter.
*NJREA Life members that have unified membership and want to add a county life membership should send your $250 life membership to
the address below.
*Please let any recent retirees you know, that
they will probably receive their unified membership bills as soon as NJEA realizes they are
no longer on their active lists. If they want
they can call NJEA at 609-599-4561 to pay
their dues with a credit card prior to that time
frame.

For the February/April Meetings
Prepared by Ann C. Lane, Treasurer
General Checking Account
Balance 9/30/2014 11640.65
Input
7497.50
Output
3934.07
Balance 1/27/2015 15204.08
What follows is of 12/31/2014
Visions Regular CD (matures 10/11/15) 2055.37
Visions Primary Share 01
25.04
Lifetime Lakeland
15233.62
Lifetime Visions CD (matures 7/5/18)
12812.92
Philanthropic/Scholarship 12/31/2014
Lakeland
5181.48
Visions Draft (Checking)
172.72
Visions (Main Shares 01)
25.03
Visions (Main Shares 02)
25.00
Visions CD (matures 10/1/15)
5139.30

If you have any questions/ problems about
membership or your membership status or
receiving the county newsletter, please do not
hesitate to contact me by phone, email or
snail mail. (973.209.4129), 21 Aspen Court,
Hamburg NJ 07419 or at my email
laneac9999@gmail.com

Necrology
by Nancy Clink
October 20, 2014 to February 22, 2015

We will sadly miss three of our members: Marilyn Ammiano, Dawn LaGreca, and June Bach.
Marilyn Ammiano passed away December 7, 2014. She taught for the Hopatcong school system for 28 years.
Dawn LaGreca passed away January 8, 2015. She worked for the Vernon Board of Education
at the Walnut Ridge School for more than 30 years.
June Bach passed away January 26, 2015. She was the librarian at Newton High School retiring in 2000 after 25 years of service.
Please contact me at 973-293-7233 if you hear of the demise of one of our members.
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Secretary’s Minutes:
By Linda Adams, Pro tem

Committee Reports

The December 1st meeting at the Lafayette House
was called to order with the flag salute led by President, Linda Bruno at 12:00 PM. The singing of God
Bless America was led by Despena Eptamenitis, accompanied on piano by Barbara Henderson.

1st VP Marie Kovacs: Thank You to Pat Provnick
for speaking at our September Meeting. Our spring
meeting will have Detective Grogran, once again, and
give us updates. The Sheriff’s dept of Sussex County
will be on hand to give us the wrist ID bracelets,

H. Ralph Smith gave a tribute to Senator Robert Littell followed by a moment of silence.
President Bruno welcomed the group and extended
wishes for a happy healthy holiday season on behalf
of the SCREA. There were 5 new members in attendance. The Executive Board was introduced.
Motion to accept the minutes from the September 22
meeting and the treasurer’s report as they appeared
in the November Newsletter. Motion by Nancy Clink,
second by Carol Kady.
President's Message: President Bruno attended
the NJREA Convention in Atlantic City along with
SCREA members JoAnn Horvath, Marie Kovacs,
Mary Ann Meyers, Lucille Stanziale and Gary Wikander. They previewed a video developed by NJEA
staff showing the importance of membership in
NJREA. The video will be utilized in large active locals, at NJEA conferences and XYZ's of Retirement
presentations.
Scholarship application forms for the NJREA 4 year
College and 2 year Community College scholarships
were available. The qualifications have changed
slightly and applicants must use the updated form.
Forms will be mailed to all the guidance departments
in Sussex County. Please see us for a form today if
you know of a graduating senior who would be qualified to apply. Students are eligible for up to $1000.00
per year. The forms can be downloaded off the
NJREA website.

2nd VP Lucille Stanziale: Next meeting/luncheon is
April 13 at the Lafayette House. Further details will
be in the SCREA Newsletter. Constitution: Anita Feliciano-The proposed changes to the SCREA Constitution, By-laws and Policies were published in the November SCREA Newsletter. The current documents
are on the SCREA website. We will be voting on these
under New Business.

The NJREA Newsletter has gone to the printer and
should be received this week. There are articles on
the SEHBP medical plans and the new dental options. The articles give information on changes in premium rates for those paying for benefits. Members
who receive state-paid, post-retirement health benefits will not be impacted by premium increases. Retirees who elect dental coverage through the State
will see a slight decrease in their premiums. Retirees
who wish to change their current plans may do so at
any time as long as they have been in their current
plan for at least 12 months. You must download a
"Retired Change of Status Application" from the Div.
of Pensions and Benefits website. As always if your
current plan is working for you-do not make a change.
The next SCREA Exec. Committee meeting is Feb. 23,
2015 and the mailing meeting is March 2. We welcome guests and those who have not been able to renew their membership in our unified association to
our meetings, however only those who are current
SCREA members have voting privileges.

Membership: Ann Lane- Let Ann know if you have
not gotten your membership forms or paid dues. Any
questions feel free to call or email her. She is readily
available to help you.
Member Benefits: Elise Falleni- There will be Your
Optical Shop Pop Up event at the SCEA office on Mon.,
March 16. Those needing an eye exam will need to
make appointments with Your Optical Shop directly
prior to the event. More information will be in the
next newsletter and by e-mail.
Scholarship: Toni Soderholm –As per past December
luncheons, donations will be collected instead of a
50/50. Thank you to those members who already
mailed checks made out to SCREA Philanthropic
Fund. Remember that donations made by check are
tax deductible.
Travel: Linda Adams- We did not have a good turn
out for the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse trip this year.
Perhaps next year we will check into a different venue.
2015 SCREA trips were announced and papers distributed to have people sign up if interested. On May 28th
we have a day trip with lunch and cruise on the River
Rose in Newburgh. Price to follow.
We shall sail on the Norwegian Gem out of NYC Manhattan on Sept 5th to the 12th. Prices will follow and
perhaps a bus trip to NYC in December. You would
have the day on your own but you could get Radio City
tickets if you know the date of the bus ahead of time.
Suggestions always welcome.
Website: Paul Stanziale - The website is up and live
at www.screa-njea.org and as a link on the NJREA
website. Your user name is the # on your id card and
the last 4 digits of your SS # is your password . Let
Lucille or Linda Bruno know if you want anything else
published.
Old Business: None
New Business: Proposed changes to the SCREA Constitution, By-Laws and Policies-Motion were made by
Committee Chair and each change was presented by
President Bruno.
(continued on page 7)

VOLUME 15 NUMBER 3

AFTER SCHOOL VIEWS

PAGE 5

SCREA Travel Report
RIVER ROSE IN NEWBURGH
CRUISING AGAIN! Leaving Sept 5th to the 12th on
Take a bus from the Newton Park and Ride, leaving
at 10AM to go to Newburgh, NY. Have a delightful
German lunch at Beni’s Brauhaus then take a riverboat ride on a genuine Mississippi Paddle wheeler up
the Hudson River to see Bear Mountain, West Point
and other attractions. Thursday, May 28th. Price $100
PP includes everything. We still have about 20 seats
left. Can we save you one?
Contact: Linda Adams or Lucille Stanziale
(973) 827-6285
(973) 579-2797
37 Fairview Ave.
Hamburg, NJ 07419
cell 973-714-1646
lin150@ptd.net

SCEA Office, Suite 2
47 Route 206
Augusta, NJ 07822
scea15@earthlink.net

Mail checks written to SCREA Trips to
Lucille at SCEA office

the Norwegian Gem out of New York. The pricing for
the Gem on September 5th is as follows
BD- balcony $1382.04 U.S per person double occupancy
OA-ocean view $1172.04 U.S. Per person double occupancy
C- inside $982.04 U.S. Per person. double occupancy
Prices includes all taxes and port charges.
The Norwegian Gem stops at Port Canaveral in Florida, Norwegians private island and the Bahamas then
returns to NJ. The party bus would cost about $50.00
pp round trip to Bayonne from the Newton Park and
Ride.

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
December 8, 2015 for a Playhouse Christmas Show and
Luncheon.. Cost will be the same as last year $80 pp.
which includes bus, show and lunch.

Scholarship News

Calendar of Events

By Toni Soderholm
Thank you to all who donated at our December
meeting, your contributions enable us to help a
future educator.
Applications have been sent to all public Sussex
County high schools and to Port Jervis for their
Montague seniors. The deadline for submitting
scholarship applications at the SCEA office is
April 24. The committee will meet the first week
of May and we will invite the recipient(s) and
their parent(s) to our June meeting. If you know
a graduating senior who is planning on a career
in education, please encourage them to submit an
application.

Mon. March 16, 2015 Your Optical Shop
Mon. April 13, 2015 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
Tues. April 14, 2015 SCEA Legislative Reception
Perona Farms
Thurs. April 23, 2015 NJREA DA & luncheon
Mon. April 27, 2015 SCREA Executive Meeting
Mon. May 4, 2015 SCREA Mailing Meeting
Thurs. May 28, 2015 Trip to Newburgh
Mon. June 1. 2015 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
All luncheons are planned for the Lafayette
House at Noon. Executive and mailing meetings
are at 10 AM at the SCEA office, TriCo building,
47 Rt. 206. Augusta, NJ

-----------------------------------For Donations to the SCREA Philanthropic fund (scholarship)
Name: ______________________________

Amount ____________________

Date:_________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________
(Optional) In memory________________________
(Optional) Name & Address to send acknowledgement to
Please write check to SCREA Philanthropic fund and mail it to Lucille Stanziale, SCREA,
SCEA Office, TriCo Plaza, Suite 2, 47 Route 206, Augusta, NJ 07822
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International Education OutreachDominican Republic Dream Project
Volunteers from the SCREA, made their 8th annual
trip to the Dominican Republic Dream Project to
transport donations, Spanish books, school and first
aid supplies, peanut butter and sports equipment,
donated by Sussex County educators. The Dominican
Republic Public School system is ranked last in
Latin America and Dream's mission is to make sure
that all children and youth will have equal opportunities to learn and realize full potential through
transformative education programs that combat the
effects of poverty.
During their week-long stay, the four SCREA members visited Peace Corps Volunteers teaching Young
Stars programs for at risk students, ages 10-14 in 3
public schools in the Sosua area. They brought donated books to be utilized to develop libraries as well
as first aid supplies. The Peace Corps Volunteers
work with Dream to give individualized and small
group instruction to students who are significantly
behind in academic levels. They also provide teacher
training and classroom management skills to the
public school teachers by modeling lessons. Although
the current President of the Dominican Republic has
set a goal for full day classes in all public schools beginning this school year, this has not been possible
in most schools due to a lack of classroom space and
trained teachers. The Dream Project continues to
work along with the public schools to provide halfday education to at risk students during the time
they are not in the public school. They have implemented a book fair in the public schools which allows
every student to take home 3 or 4 books as well as
"Drop Everything and Read" daily during the school
day.
A visit was also made to the Dream Project Center
Building in Cabarete. This building houses preschool education classes for over 100 children, Young
Star classes, a library and a music program. It was
encouraging to see the progress in this facility since
visited two years ago. Dream provides pre-school to
500 students in the communities around Puerto
Plata and in the outlying villages in the northern
area of the Dominican Republic.
Nearly one third of Dominican youth between the
ages of 15-24 are unemployed due to a lack of education and training. The volunteers from Sussex
viewed an A Ganar Youth Workforce Development
Program in La Union led by Peace Corps Volunteers
under the Dream Project, financed by the US Agency
for International Development (USAID). It is the

mission of this program to assist these youth to
acquire job skills required by the local labor market as well as the academic skills needed to be
successful in the formal education system in order to improve their quality of life. There are
currently A Ganar programs in three communities, providing 375 hours of courses in 5 vocations. A Ganar has graduated more than 200
students since its inception. Follow up studies
show that 38% of graduates are in school and
50% are successfully employed.
As always, the generosity of retired and active
members is greatly appreciated and most assuredly makes a difference in the Dream Project’s
goals. Thank you so much for your efforts.

Above: Peace Corps Volunteer Queenie and Dream
Exec. Director Catherine DeLaura receive school
supplies from Lucille Stanziale and Linda Bruno

Below: SCREA members Paul and Linda Bruno and
Lucille and Paul Stanziale deliver supplies to
schools in the Dominican Republic
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM (SCREA)
Please reserve ____place (s) for the April 13th luncheon at the Lafayette House.
Enclosed is my check for $_________($25.00 per person payable to SCREA)
Name __________________________Guest __________________ ______
Address_________________________________________________________
Phone # _______________________________________
Send to LUCILLE STANZIALE, SCREA, TriCo Plaza, Suite 2, 47 Route 206, Augusta, NJ 07822
by Monday, March 30, 2015
- - -Cut here please - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Second Vice President’ Report– by Lucille Stanziale
Our Spring Luncheon meeting will be held on Monday, April 13 at twelve noon, at the Lafayette House,
Olde Lafayette Village, Lafayette, NJ.
Reservations may be made by mailing your check ($25.00 per person) made out to
SCREA to me at the address above. No phone reservations will be accepted. Membership in SCREA and/or NJREA under the unification guidelines is required.
The deadline for reservations is March 30, 2015. Any reservations received after this
date cannot be guaranteed a meal. Please mail ahead of time to allow for postal delivery. If you cannot attend the meeting, we would like you to have your meal; therefore,
please make arrangements with someone to pick up your meal. For those with religious
or medical restrictions, a vegetarian meal or substitution is available upon request from
your server when seated. Please try to arrive at the luncheon by 11:45 AM but not before 11:30 AM. The next luncheon meeting is on Monday June 1, 2015.

Menu:
Minestrone Soup
Salad
Chicken Marsala
Baked Potato
Cheesecake
Coffee or Tea

Minutes of Dec. 1 meeting (continued from pg. 4)
New Business: continued. The changes are necessary to
bring us into compliance with the unified association for affiliation purposes.
Anita Feliciano- motion to accept the proposed changes to the
SCREA Constitution as they appeared in the newsletter- Second
J. Horvath Motion passed.
Anita Feliciano- motion to accept the proposed changes to the
SCREA By-Laws as they appeared in the newsletter- Second N.
Clink Motion passed.
Anita Feliciano- motion to accept the proposed changes to the
SCREA Policies as they appeared in the newsletter- Second
Marge Krupacks_ Motion passed. ( If you are over 90, the
SCREA intends on continuing paying for your lunch but because
of unification. You have to pay your own dues. )
President Bruno asked for volunteers to serve on a
nominations committee for the election of officers for 20152017. Linda Adams volunteered to chair the committee and
Shirley Smith and Elaine Badgley volunteered to serve.
Announcements: Thank you to the Constitution CommitteeChair Anita Feliciano, Marie Kovacs, Lucille Stanziale and
Georgeanna Lewis for their hard work.
Motion to Adjourn by Ann Lane and seconded by H. Ralph
Smith at 1 pm.
Program: 1st VP Marie Kovacs introduced Harmony in Motion
who entertained us with seasonal songs. A donation was made
to the group from the SCREA.

YOUR OPTICAL SHOP
Monday, March 16, 2015
SCEA office in Augusta

SCREA will be having our 4th Optical
Academy Pop Up Shop
at the SCEA Office in Augusta
Monday, March 16th, 2015
11:00-4:00
Appointments MUST be made online at
www.Optical-Academy.com or by calling
Amal - Event Coordinator at
973-298-1400
Any questions call Elise Falleni
973-202-1710

SUSSEX COUNTY RETIRED
EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION
Tri Co Plaza, Suite 2
47 Route 206
Augusta, NJ 07822

First Vice Presidents
Report by Marie Kovacs
The SCREA spring program
features the Sussex County
TRIAD organization, consisting
of the Division of Senior Services, Sussex County Chiefs of Police and the
Sheriff's Office.
Triad will provide silicone wristbands that
are engraved with the Sheriff's phone number
and a registration number that can assist a
first responder in identifying the wearer and
their critical information. Interested members will need to provide their name, address,
phone number, emergency contact and their
physician information. The wristbands can
be a life-saver if you are out walking the
dog, hiking in the woods or engaged in any
activity without your ID. It will ensure pertinent information is available.
Also, the county will welcome Fran Pfeffer,
NJEA Government Relations staff member.
She will give updates on legislation and recent court cases. Fran will be accepting donations to PAC. The money is needed to support
candidates who are public education advocates and friends of educators and retirees.

The SCREA's annual spring food drive
takes place at this meeting. We
will collect non-perishable items such as
canned goods, pasta, cereals,
etc. Two bins will be available. The food
banks are always in need of
our generosity.

Website: Our website is up and live at
www.screa-njea.org and as a link on
the NJREA website. Your user name is
the # on your id card and the last 4 digits of your SS # is your password . Let
Lucille or Linda Bruno know if you want
anything else published. The goal of the
SCREA Executive Committee is to keep
members informed.

