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Volume 16 Number 3 March 2016  President’s Message by Marie Kovacs 

Dianne Feeney and Liz McDonough from Visions Credit Union,, SCREA Pres-

ident Marie Kovacs, former president Linda Bruno and Lucille Stanziale at 

the December 7th luncheon meeting.   See page 7. 

Why Give to PAC? 

   I wrote my annual check to PAC and ask that you do the same.  The 

reasons for supporting our special interest group are many and far-

reaching. 

   First, the money allows our lobbyists to advocate for public education 

and educators.  Public school employees feel the pressure of increased 

work and higher expectations but not corresponding remuneration or 

respect.   In fact, most educators are reporting a decrease in net earn-

ings.  They pay 22% of their health premium (which increases annual-

ly), pay 37% more toward their pensions and will receive a smaller pen-

sion due to changes in calculation.  The cap on property tax increases 

have kept raises down.  Who would think having a fixed income would 

sound good? 

   Next, allowing our union to engage in political activity directly bene-

fits retirees.  The proposed constitutional amendment, which will man-

date quarterly payments to our pension fund, is likely to be on the No-

vember ballot. It will give us the security to enjoy retirement. 

   We need access to our legislators because taxpayer groups, voucher 

advocates, antiunion forces and business and municipal groups also 

have their ear.  Our stories, our rationale and our campaign contribu-

tions help elect friendly legislators. 

   Give what you can afford   The money is not tax deductible because it 

is not a charity.  It is your future. 

   Anna Hanzes, NJEA Government Relations associate, will speak 

briefly on pension issues at our meeting.  She will also provide enve-

lopes to make PAC contributions. 
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Calendar of Events 

Mon. April 11, 2016 SCREA Luncheon/meeting 

Mon. April 25, 2016 SCREA Executive mtg. 

Mon. May 2 2016. Mailing meeting 

Mon. June 6, 2016 SCREA Luncheon/ meeting 

 

All luncheons are planned for the Lafa-

yette House at Noon.  Executive and mail-

ing meetings are at 10 AM at the SCEA of-

fice,  47 Rt. 206, Suite 2, Augusta, NJ  

New Jersey's Pension Funding Amendment-The Fiscally Responsible Approach 

Next November, New Jerseyans will be asked to vote on a constitutional amendment to 

require the state government to make regular quarterly pension payments, which would 

put the state's pension system on the road to fiscal solvency within six years. Governors 

and legislators from both parties have allowed New Jersey's pension liabilities to grow 

out of control as the state has consistently failed to fully fund its share of pension costs. 

Each missed payment increases the state's liability and the long-term cost to taxpayers 

exponentially.  NJEA's attempts to enforce responsible funding through legislation or le-

gal action haven't worked.  Passing a constitutional amendment will close the loophole 

that allows the governor and legislators to shirk their responsibilities.  

Why Responsible Funding Is The Only Solution 

Public employees have already had huge cuts to pensions and health benefits imposed on 

them. 

COLA's have been suspended for all current and future retirees placing them on a fixed 

income. 

Pension contributions have increased 37% for active NJEA members. 

Active members are already paying thousands of dollars a year in additional health care 

premium costs and are seeing their take-home pay decrease yearly. 

There is no solution to this problem that doesn't start with regular, responsible, contribu-

tions from the state. 

What It Doesn't Do 

It doesn't add to the amount New Jersey owes, in fact it decreases that amount by mak-

ing responsible payments quarterly.  It doesn't give anything new to public employees as 

it only requires the state to pay for the benefits public employees have already earned. 

The constitutional amendment requires the state to pay its bills in the most cost-efficient 

manner possible.  It will make New Jersey's pension systems solvent, just like New 

York's constitutional requirement does. 

All public employees will need to do their part and share information with 

their family members, friends and neighbors, to ensure passage of this consti-

tutional amendment and protect their quality of life. 

Read Across America 

If you participate in 

any Read Across 

America activities, 

please email photos 

with information to 

our editor G. Lewis at       

ga3lewis@hotmail for 

our newsletter and/or 

website. 
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Necrology  

By Nancy Clink                              

October 18 ,2015 to February 26, 2016 

I am sad to report that four of our members have passed. 

Jean McCarthy passed away in December 12, 2015. She was employed by the Vernon town-

ships schools for 30 years. 

Susan Shelley passed away on December 25, 2015. She was an elementary school teacher for 

35 years at the Fredon elementary school. 

George Bierle passed away on January 13, 2016. He was an a wood shop teacher at Halstead 

Street School in Newton retiring after 31 years. 

Joan Oskamp passed away on February 26, 2016. She taught first grade in the Branchville 

and Frankford Township School districts. 

Please contact me at 973-293-7223 if you hear of the demise of one of our members. 

2015-16 SCREA Treasurer’s Report 2 

For the March/April Meetings 

Prepared by Ann C. Lane, Treasurer 

General Checking Account 

Balance 9/1/2015                                   13325.06 

Input.                                                        9566.59 

Output                                                      6201.41 

Balance 12/31/2015.                              16690.24 

Report of 12/31/5015 

Visions Regular CD (matures 10/16).      2068.77 

Visions Primary Share 01                            25.04 

Lifetime Lakeland                                  14591.15 

Lifetime Visions CD (matures 7/18).     12844.99 

 

Philanthropic/Scholarship 12/31/2015 
Lakeland 12/31/2015.                              5516.89 
Visions Draft (Checking).                         2640.72 
Visions (Main Shares 01).                           25.03 
Visions (Main Shares 02)                            25.00 
Visions CD (matures 4/1/16).                  2660.94 

Website:   

Our SCREA website is up and live at 

www.screa-njea.org and as a link on 

the NJREA website. Your user name is 

the # on your NJEA membership card 

and the last 4 digits of your SS # is your 

password unless you have changed it. Let 

Lucille or Linda Bruno know if you want 

anything else published. The goal of the 

SCREA Executive Committee is to keep 

members informed. 

SCREA MEMBERSHIP  

Prepared by Ann Lane, Membership Chair 

For March/June 2016 meetings 

Membership in the Sussex County REA now stands at 

677. NJREA now has over 27,500 members which gives 

them another delegate at the NEA-Retired National    

Convention. 

Please remember that any dues paid during the school 

year go toward that year’s dues (September 1 – August 

31) not a year from your payment. 2016-17 membership 

bills should be mailed out in May and/or June. If you 

loose or misplace your bill you can always call NJEA and 

pay your membership over the phone with a credit card or 

have them or me mail another form, or I can email you 

the form. 

*If you or your friends do not receive your NJREA/NJEA/

NEA/or SCREA 2015-2016 publications you may not have 

paid your annual dues. You can always contact me to 

check your status 

*Please make sure that you add SCREANJ@gmail.com to 

your email contacts so that you are assured you receive 

the quarterly SCREA newsletter. 

*NJREA Life members who do not have unified member-

ship and want to add a county life membership should 

send their $250 life membership to the address below. 

*Any mid-year retirees, if you received and sent in mem-

bership it will be for this year’s membership ending Au-

gust 31, 2016. 

If you have any questions/problem about membership or 

your membership status, or receiving the county newslet-

ter, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone, email 

or snail mail. (973.209.4129, laneac9999@gmail.com, or 

21 Aspen Court, Hamburg NJ 07419).. 

mailto:SCREANJ@gmail.com
mailto:laneac9999@yahoo.com


Secretary’s Minutes:  
           By Theresa Boscia 
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Travel:  Ann Lane, speaking for Linda Adams 

discussed the Dec. 8th trip to the Hunterdon 

Hills Playhouse.  The bus leaves at 9:30 from 

the Newton Park & Ride.   A Sept. 25 - 29, 

2016 trip to Ocean City, MD is planned. 

Government Relations: NJEA scored a big 

victory on Election Day.  Every incumbent 

who voted in favor of funding our pensions 

was re-elected.  Three incumbents who voted 

against funding were defeated.  A constitu-

tional amendment for funding the pension 

could be on the Nov. 2016 ballot.  It would 

need strong support for passage. 

Membership: Ann Lane has forms for anyone 

needing to sign up.  

Constitution: Shirley Smith and her commit-

tee made minor revisions to our constitution 

to meet the recommendations of NJEA.  These 

changes will be in our next newsletter and 

voted on in the spring. 

Scholarship:  Sharon Mullen, as our prac-

tice, did not run a 50/50 raffle but accepted 

donations to the Scholarship Fund.  $470. has 

been collected so far. 

Diane Feeney & Liz McDonough from the Vi-

sions Credit Union (formerly Tri-Co) were in-

troduced and thanked for their $1,500 dona-

tion to the Fred E. Aug Scholarship Fund. 

They spoke about the benefits of a credit un-

ion and its special offers.  Please remember 

they can be of help with planning for college to 

retirement. 

Old Business:  none 

New Business: none   

Announcements:  Lou Molinari distributed 

brochures advertising the Skylands Stadium 

Christmas Light Show and the Friar Moun-

tain Model Railroad Museum. 

Motion to Adjourn by Marjorie Krupacs and 

seconded by Nancy Clark at 12:30 pm. 

Program:  Pam Raynor introduced Harmony 

in Motion who entertained us with holiday 

songs.  A donation was made to the group 

from the SCREA. 

The December 7th meeting at the Lafayette 

House was called to order with the flag sa-

lute led by President Marie Kovacs at 12:02 

PM.  The invocation was given by Linda Bru-

no and was followed by the singing of God 

Bless America.  

President Kovacs welcomed the group to the 

final meeting of 2015.  First time attendees 

were asked to introduce themselves and 

name their former district.   

President Kovacs introduced the Executive 

Board. 

Motion “to accept the minutes from the Sept. 

21st meeting and the treasurer’s report as 

they appeared in the newsletter.” by Nancy 

Clink, second by Elaine Badgely.  Motion 

passed. 

President’s Message:  President Kovacs 

informed members of NJREA’s goal of 30,000 

members for 2015 - 16.  There is a total of 

90,000 retirees.  Advantages of membership 

go beyond maintaining our financial security 

but provide opportunities for friendship, ser-

vice, and support.  SCREA once was a social 

gathering but has become more political. 

Linda Bruno, JoAnn Horvath, Lucille Stan-

ziale, Gary Wikander and Marie Kovacs at-

tended the NJREA Convention on Nov. 4 & 5 

in Atlantic City. 

President Kovacs offered our condolences to 

Pam Raynor and JoAnn Horvath whose hus-

bands passed away recently. 

Best wishes were sent to Linda Adams who 

had been hospitalized. 

Committee Reports 

1st VP Pam Raynor has invited a quartet 

from Harmony in Motion to entertain us  

after our meeting. 

2nd VP Marie Kovacs acting for Linda Ad-

ams, informed members of the Luncheon Pol-

icy.  Indicate on the luncheon form if you re-

quire a vegetarian meal.  After a meeting 

with Stacey from the Lafayette House, the 

luncheon policy can now be found on our 

website.  Please do not contact the Lafayette 

House.  



Contact:  Linda Adams                            

(973) 827-6285         

  cell 973-714-1646             

lin150@ptd.net               

Mail checks written to  

SCREA Trips to  

Linda Adams  

37 Fairview. Ave. 

 Hamburg NJ, 07419 

 
 Volume 16 Number  3                   AFTER SCHOOL VIEWS.                                                       Page 5 

TO BE VOTED ON AT THE APRIL 11, 2016 SCREA LUNCHEON/MEETING- The 

following are suggestions from the NJREA Constitution Committee, which were consid-

ered by the SCREA Constitution and Executive Committees, to make our Constitution 

stronger. 

Proposed Constitutional Change 

Article I. Name and Affiliation- Add The Association shall be incorporated as a non-

profit corporation under Title 15 Sections 2-8 of the New Jersey Domestic Nonprofit Cor-

poration act. 

Proposed Bylaw Change 

Article I. Duties of the Officers-Section E. Treasurer- Add The treasurer shall be re-

sponsible for filing all necessary state and federal forms and make any appropriate pay-

ments. 

Article IV. Section B. Duties of Committees- Budget-The budget should first be 

presented to the Executive Committee and then to the membership at the June meeting 

for final approval. 

Proposed Policy Changes 

Financial Policies 

3. Vouchers: Add- No officer may sign his or her own voucher or check. 

6. Audit: Add E. An audit shall be performed by an outside accountant annually prior to 

the filing  of the LAFAP form with NJEA. 

8.  Facilities: A $200 donation for use of the SCEA office facility will be given annually  

Travel Report 

New for 2016, Ocean City, Maryland  

Sept. 25– 29, 2016 -5 days and 4 nights $680 PP double, $875 Single, $670 Triple PP. 

Deluxe motor coach, stay at the Quality Inn Boardwalk www.qiboardwalk.com, 3 dinners at 

famous Ocean City restaurants, 1 lunch at Lobster Shanty, tour Assateague Island, , tour 

Ward Museum of Wildfowl Art, Wine tour and tasting, Visit Historic town of Berlin, Ocean 

Downs Casino, Eco-tour, Magic Show, Guided visit to Fenwick Island, DE. Etc. More info at 

the next luncheon or contact Linda Adams or Lucille Stanziale. Remember this includes all 

taxes and baggage handling.  . We need about 15 more people to come with us so ask 

friends and neighbors.  Some free time to just walk on the beach and enjoy the ocean also.  

Deposit now of $200, balance due the end of May 2016.  

Shawnee Playhouse including a Something new at a 

special price! We are going to Shawnee Ridge for a lovely buffet lunch 

including Baked Chicken and Beef Tips, Veggies and Potatoes, Salad, 

Rolls and Butter plus beverages and dessert then we will hop on the 

bus to go to the Playhouse to see The Andrews Sisters performing A 

Christmas of Swing; a Musical Comedy that honors the military 

along with holiday songs. Bus will leave Newton park and ride at 10 

AM lunch at 11:30 AM and the musical starts at 2 PM. They are run-

ning a special deal so we got the entire package including the bus for 

only $50.00! Take advantage of this unheard pricing and sign up. 

 

http://www.qiboardwalk.com/
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Lobby Day- January 11th, 2016 

Five of the approximate 200 NJEA and NJREA members at the Trenton Statehouse 
were retirees from Sussex County, Carol Hoernle, Jill Wallace, Lucille Stanziale, Marie 
Kovacs, and Pam Raynor took the long ride to show support for an amendment to the 
New Jersey Constitution which would guarantee funding to our pensions.  On the right 

is Ann Hanzes, NJEA Government Relations.   

Government Relations Report 
 By Elaine Badgely, SCREA GR Committee 

A NJREA Government Relations meeting was held February 16, 2016, at NJEA Reg. 29, 

Hamilton. It was reported that the lobby day, held on January 11, 2016 was a huge suc-

cess. There were over 200 people in attendance, including Marie Kovacs, Lucille Stanziale, 

Pam Raynor, Jill Wallace and Carol Hoernle, representing the SCREA. More lobby train-

ing days will be scheduled in the near future as many issues pertaining to NJEA and 

NJREA will be arising. The Pension Activist list was explained, including its uses and how 

to obtain this list through the county association president. Updates were given on both 

state and federal issues. The COLA lawsuit oral arguments will be heard by the NJ Su-

preme Court beginning March 14 or 15, 2016. The United States Supreme Court began 

hearing oral arguments in Friedrichs vs California Teachers' Association on January 11th, 

which pertains to agency fees paid by non-union members. Its ramifications were dis-

cussed and how a ruling would affect NJEA and all unions. The Pension Funding Amend-

ment to the NJ Constitution was discussed, and why it would be a fiscally responsible ap-

proach to fund pensions. It would basically ensure that payments would be made on a 

quarterly basis, rather than at the end of the budgetary year, without raising property 

taxes. The NJREA GR would also like every state legislator to be visited by NJREA/

SCREA members by March 11, to introduce NJREA issues to new legislators and to lobby 

for our pensions.  
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Resources to Stay Informed or               

To Inform 

Go to www.njea.org  or  

better yet  www.njea.org/njrea  

Contact Sen. Steven Oroho, Assemblywoman 

Gail Phoebus and Assemblyman Parker 

Space  

All have the same phone number &address    

973-827-0200   

     115 Demarest Road, Suite B,   

     Sparta, NJ 07871 

SenOroho@njleg.org AsmSpace@njleg.org 

AswPhoebus@njleg.org 

 

Contact Gov. Chris Christie 

 1-609-292-6000                   

PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625 

Menu 

Soup Du Jour 

House Salad 

Rolls &Butter 

Roast Pork Loin with 

Apple Glaze over Stuffing 

Vegetables & Starch 

Pears Helene 

Coffee or Tea 

 Visions Contributes to 

Fred E. Aug Scholarship 
Visions Federal  Credit Union formerly known 

as Tri-Co Federal Credit Union, made a contri-

bution to the Fred E. Aug Scholarship in the 

amount of $1500.00. Vision is a loyal supporter 

of public education and public educators.  They 

not only provide excellent service and products 

for their clients, but monetary support to some 

county events.  

20th Springfest Annual Garden Show  

March 17-20,2016 

Visit www.springfestgardenshow.org 

For coupons, discounts, hours 

Senior Day March 17.   



 

47 Route 206   Suite 2 

Augusta, NJ 07822 

SUSSEX COUNTY RETIRE D  

EDUCATOR S ASSOCIATIO N 

First Vice Presidents Report By Pam Raynor  

 
At our SCREA April 11th luncheon meeting, our guest speaker will be Charles Clarkson, ESQ.  Mr. 

Clarkson has been traveling throughout the state of New Jersey talking to retirees about ways of pre-

venting Medicare fraud.  In November, Mr. Clarkson spoke at the NJREA Convention in Atlantic 

City.  Those retirees who heard him speak in Atlantic City thought he would be an ideal speaker for 

one of the SCREA luncheons.  Members came away from his speech with a new insight on being more 

aware of how to prevent fraud.   I look forward to having you join me on the 11th of April for a very 

informative talk. 

The SCREA’s annual spring food drive takes place at this meeting.  We will collect non-perishable 

items such as canned goods, pasta, cereals, paper towels, toilet paper, etc.  There will be two bins to 

hold all donations.  The food bank is always in need of supplies and they are very grateful for the gen-

erosity of SCREA members.   

Thanks to the ladies of Harmony in Motion, a 4 part quartet, who sang a-cappella at our December 7th 

meeting. Everyone in attendance appeared to get into the holiday spirit.  I am not sure if it was the 

entertainment or the turkey dinner, or maybe both things, but this was the highest attended SCREA 

luncheon.   

 


