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After School Views
President’s Message by Linda Bruno

August 2014
Welcome back to a new "school year". We hope that you had a
relaxing fun-filled summer with family and friends. September is also
the time to welcome our newly retired members. Whether you are a
new member or a "seasoned" member, thank you for joining our unified organization in our effort to protect our pensions, health benefits,
and the health and well-being of our public schools.
Elaine Badgely, Lucille Stanziale and myself attended a lobby day
in Trenton, organized by NJEA in June. We were able to speak to Assemblywoman Alison Littell McHose about the importance of our pensions and benefits to the quality of life of our retired members in Sussex County. She reminded us that she was on her father's staff, when
he took a stand against then Gov. Christie Whitman's first raid on our
pension system. Assemblywoman McHose promised to share our message with Assemblyman Space and Senator Oroho.
On a county level, we have set goals to get our new website up and
running and to revise our constitution to make sure we are in compliance with the IRS and NJREA. Please contact me if you would like to
volunteer to assist in these efforts. I look forward to working with
each and every one of you to make this a year to remember.

SCREA President Linda Bruno, Warren D. Cummings Award Michele Lawrey,
Fred Aug Memorial Award Sean Gillen , SCREA First Vice President Marie
Kovacs Rear: Scholarship chairperson Toni Soderholm
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2013-2014 SCREA BUDGET for approval at Sept. 22, 2014 SCREA meeting
Category
Actual Spent
Budgeted for
Difference Proposed
9/1/2013-8/31/2014 9/1/2013-8/31/2014
2014-15 Budget
Income
Dues
4,225.00
4000.00
(225.00)
4,000.00
Life dues transfer
0.00
0.00
1.000.00
Misc. income
0.00
0.00
0.00
Total Income
4,225.00
4,000.00
(225.00)
5,000.00
Expenses
Gov. Relations
126.56
100.00
(26.56)
400.00
Historian
0.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
Inc. Fee
0.00
50.00
50.00
100.00
LD Conference
0.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
Luncheon 90+
0.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
Luncheon Guest
161.00
400.00
239.00
500.00
Member Benefits
0.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
Membership
0.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
Miscellaneous
0.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
Newsletter
1,184.29
2,000.00
815.71
1,800.00
Office
173.79
375.00
201.21
600.00
Officer’s Expenses
0.00
300.00
President Expense
0.00
100.00
100.00
125.00
SCEA
100.00
100.00
100.00
Travel
0.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
VP– Programs
160.00
300.00
140.00
500.00
Web Site
0.00
300.00
300.00
300.00
Total Expenses
1,905.64
4,000.00
2,094.36
5,000.00
Overall Total
$ 2,319.36
0.00
(2,319.36)
-

Government Relations Report
by Linda Bruno

As our active colleagues prepare to begin a new school year, we retired members must
be vigilant in the fight to protect our public schools as well as the pensions and health
benefits we have earned. The governor of this state is continuing his unfair attacks on
public employees and wants further reforms to our pension system. He reneged on the
law he signed three years ago, which called for public workers to pay more into the system, while the state promised to gradually increase payments into it. Christie announced
that he has formed a special bipartisan commission to study ways to further reform New
Jersey's public-worker pension system. The commission will provide him with a status
report shortly after Labor Day and give final recommendations by the end of September.
Thank you to those members who signed up to be on our list of members who will be
called upon to assist NJREA if needed on short notice. Stay informed and take action by
going to www.njea.org.

A FT E R S C HO O L V I E WS
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SCREA MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Prepared by Ann Lane, Membership Chair
For August/September 2014 meetings
Please remember that any dues paid during the school year
go to that year’s dues not a year from your payment.
*Unified bills for the 2014-15 membership year should have
been mailed out in May or June. If you have not already
mailed in your dues, please do so as soon as possible so as
not to miss any publications. If you have misplaced your bill
and need a duplicate you can request one from NJEA at 609599-4561 or I can snail or email you a duplicate bill.
*If you or your friends do not receive your NJREA/NJEA /
NEA/or SCREA 2014-2015 publications you may not have
paid your annual dues.
*Please make sure that you add SCREANJ@gmail.com to
your email contacts so that you are assured you receive the
quarterly SCREA newsletter.
*Life NJREA members that do not have unified membership
should send their $10 annual county membership or $250
life membership to the address below.
*NJREA members that have membership in another county
and want an additional county membership in Sussex, send
your $10 annual membership to the address below.
*Please let any recent retirees you know that they will
probably receive their unified membership bills in September or October when NJEA realizes they are no longer on
their active lists. They can call NJEA at 609-599-4561 to pay
their dues with a credit card prior to that time frame.

If you have any questions/problem about membership or your membership status, or receiving the
county newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact
me by phone, email or snail mail. (973.209.4129,
laneac9999@gmail.com, or 21 Aspen, Hamburg NJ
07419).

Lucille Stanziale, Gail Baum, Lynn Arnold & Sandy
Geydoshek at Penn’s Peak SCREA May 20 trip.

Purchasing Power
Here is an added benefit to Unified membership for
any of you planning on downsizing or moving to a
warmer climate.
Save Time &Money When Buying or Selling a
Home. Realty Executives, the exclusive Real Estate Brokerage for Buyer’s Edge, has developed a
program designed to provide substantial financial
benefits when purchasing or selling your home.
Receive a 15 percent commission rebate when purchasing a home or a 15 percent commission reduction when you sell your home. Call the (800) 2326766 for a referral to a local cooperating real estate
agency before contacting a Broker on your own. Be
prepared to give your NJEA Group # 3386 when
you call.

Necrology
by Nancy Clink

April 28, 2014 to August 10 , 2014

We will sadly miss our members:
Ruth Hartman passed away in April 2014. She was a home economics teacher at Somerville
High School for many years.
Mary Ann Schoettly passed away in July 2014. She was a biology teacher in Newton High
School for 25 years, retiring in 2003.
Nicholas Pisano passed away in July 2014. He taught for many years in the Sparta School
system, retiring in 1995.
Marie Hanlon passed away in July 2014. She was a school psychologist for the Fredon Township School for 20 years, retiring in 1993.
Please contact me at 973-293-7233 if you hear of the demise of one of our members.
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Secretary’s Minutes:
By Georgeanna Lewis, Secretary

The June 2nd meeting at the Lafayette House was
called to order by President, Linda Bruno, at 12 PM.
After the flag salute, Despena Eptamenitis led us in
singing God Bless America. Barbara Henderson accompanied her on the piano. The invocation was
given by Betty Heldak. President Bruno welcomed
us to our last meeting of the school year. She introduced the scholarship recipients and their families
as well as the Hartman family who graciously requested donations to fund the Arlene Hartman Memorial Scholarships. The executive board was also
introduced.
Motion to accept the minutes from the April 7, 2014
meeting and the treasurer's report as they appeared
in the May newsletter was made by Nancy Clink,
second by Elise Falleni and passed.
President's Report: President Bruno attended the
April 24, NJREA Hipp Luncheon/Delegate Council
meeting along with JoAnn Horvath and Ann Lane.
The Fall Luncheon/DC meeting has been changed to
Sept. 18 which is in conflict with the SCREA cruise.
Pres. Bruno will ask 1st VP Marie Kovacs to represent us in her place. Reservation information for the
2014 NJREA Convention will be in the Sept. NJREA
Newsletter. Member concerns about the Aetna Dental Plan not paying the same amounts for services as
in previous years and hospitals "observing patients
for 3 days rather than admitting them" were
brought to the DC. NJEA Research Division responded that members should contact them directly
with particulars so that they can investigate and
inform the health commission if needed.
On May 28, President Bruno attended the NJREA
DC to ratify the revised constitution. The main
topic was Gov Christie reneging on his promise to
make the 3/7 contribution into the pension fund this
year and the 4/7 for next year. He is again attempting to make us the scapegoats to divert attention
from the fact that the economy in NJ has not rebounded as he has been boasting, causing a budget
shortfall. NJREA Pres. Provnick has appointed a
committee to investigate the possibility of half dues
for those retiring mid-year. TPAF delegates were
elected at the May SCEA meeting: Susan Davis,
Linda Bruno, Margaret Merck, Ann Lane, Ralph
Smith, Gail Baum, Susan Langan and Marie Kovacs
with Alternates: Shirley Smith, Janice Jackman,

Debra Simmons and Kathleen Morrison.
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We collected checks to be sent to the American
Cancer Society for non-smoker lung cancer research which are tax deductible and should be
made out to the SCEA Philanthropic Fund with
Kathy DelBen Walk on the memo line.
Committee Reports
1st VP: Marie Kovacs reported on the need for
PAC donations and urged members to consider
making a contribution to protect our pensions
and benefits.
2nd VP: Lucille Stanziale: Next luncheon
meeting is Monday, September 22. She will be
working with the Lafayette House on the meal
choices and prices.
Membership: Ann Lane: Membership renewals were mailed to annual dues payers May 15.
Member Benefits: Elise Falleni: no report
State Editorial: G Lewis reported the committee met April 30 and the June issue may be late
due to developments in Trenton.
Government Relations: Ralph Smith reported on Gov. Christie's plan to drastically reduce the amount to be contributed by the state
into the pension fund this year and next year, in
violation of Chapter 78. NJEA and other public
employee unions are threatening to sue the
state to block these cuts. The NJREA Government Relations Committee is encouraging every
county to have a group of 10 people they can
count on to mobilize in a short period of time to
assist NJREA on any issue, particularly the
current budget and pension concerns. Members
at the luncheon were asked to sign up to participate. He also gave information on taking action
to protect our pensions by going to njea.org
and clicking on Save Our Pensions to demand
that the board of their pension fund sue on their
behalf as well.
Scholarship: Toni Soderholm said thank you
to all who are purchasing 50/50 raffle tickets in
the lobby prior to entering the luncheon. Remember that all donations made by check to the
SCREA Philanthropic Fund are tax deductible.
The SCEA will not fund the Fred Aug Scholarship after this year so it is crucial that we fully
fund our scholarships in the amount of $2000
for next year. A big thank you to the scholarship selection committee, Debbie Gorin, Pam
Raynor and Shirley Smith for giving of their
time to review the applications and select our
wonderful recipients. (cont. on page 7)
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SCREA Travel Report
The SCREA will be cruising from September
13-20, 2014 on the Carnival Cruise Splendor.
We will go to: Boston, MA; Portland, ME; St.
John’s Bay and Halifax, Canada. We have 20
cruisers and our Party Bus picks us up on
September 13th at 11 am from the Newton
Park and Ride and takes us to the cruise port
in Manhattan. We get a free cocktail party
and $50 in room credit per cabin. This is an
exciting endeavor for our Travel Committee.
First time on a cruise! We will share with you
at the December meeting!
Contact: Linda Adams or Lucille Stanziale
(973) 827-6285
(973) 579-2797
37 Fairview Ave.
Hamburg, NJ 07419
cell 973-714-1646
lin150@ptd.net

SCEA Office, Suite 2
47 Route 206
Augusta, NJ 07822
scea15@earthlink.net

Mail checks written to SCREA Trips to
Lucille at SCEA office
Resources to Stay Informed or To Inform
Go to www.njea.org or

Hunterton Hills Playhouse Holiday Luncheon
December 16, 2014 Cost $80 PP
Both the bus and show prices have gone up, so we
must raise the price. There is one bus with 55 seats,
that is half full as of August 1. Bus leaves Newton
Park & Ride at 9:30 AM. Please send your money to
the SCEA office Att: Lucille with your name and number of tickets if you are interested in attending.
Contact Linda with travel suggestions for next year.
Travel 2015 with the SCREA will be announced at
the December first SCREA meeting.

Calendar of Events
Mon. Sept. 22, 2014 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
Thurs. Sept. 18,2014 NJREA Luncheon/meeting
Mon. Oct. 20, 2014 SCREA Exec. Meeting
Mon. Oct. 27, 2014 SCREA Mailing Meeting
Weds. / Thurs. Nov. 5 & 6 NJREA Convention in AC
Mon. Dec.1, 2014 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
Tues Dec. 16, 2014 Hunterton Hills Playhouse
Mon. April 13, 2015 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
Mon. June 1. 2015 SCREA Luncheon/meeting
All luncheons are planned for the Lafayette House
at Noon. Executive and mailing meetings are at 10
AM at the SCEA office, TriCo building, 47 Rt. 206.

better yet www.njea.org/njrea
Contact Sen. Steven Oroho, Asw. Alison Littell
McHose, and Asm. Parker Space
All have the same phone number & address
973-827-0200
115 Demarest Road, Suite B, Sparta, NJ 07871
SenOroho@njleg.org AswMcHose@njleg.org
AsmSpace@njleg.org
Contact Gov. Chris Christie
1-609-292-6000
PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625

Voter Information
October 14

Voter registration deadline for Nov. 4
general elections

October 28

Vote by Mail Ballot Applications due by
mail to county clerk for general elections

November 3 Deadline for in-person Vote by mail ballot
applications in person (by 3 PM)
November 4 General & School Board Election Day

For Donations to the SCREA Philanthropic fund (scholarship)
Name: ______________________________
Amount ____________________ Date:_________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________
(Optional) In memory________________________
(Optional) Name & Address to send acknowledgement to
Please write check to SCREA Philanthropic fund and mail it to Lucille Stanziale, SCREA, SCEA Office,
TriCo Plaza, Suite 2, 47 Route 206, Augusta, NJ 07822
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Arlene Hartman Memorial Scholarships

Arlene Hartman

Front: Arlene’s niece, Kayleigh Russell, Elizabeth Viersma, Irvin & Ricky Hartman.
Rear: SCREA President Linda Bruno and SCREA Scholarship Chair Toni Soderholm The
scholarship committee decided upon 2 awards of $1,500 each to former scholarship winners
who were pursuing a major in education.

Scholarship Report
By Toni Soderholm
Arlene Hartman passed away unexpectedly on September 17, 2013. At the June 2, 2014 she was
remembered by her family, friends and colleagues at the luncheon meeting of the Sussex County
Retired Educators Association. Miss Hartman was a teacher at the Hardyston Township Elementary
School for over 40 years. She was the chairperson of the SCREA Scholarship Committee until her
death. In lieu of flowers, the family requested that donations be made to fund a scholarship in her
memory. It was decided that current college students who received scholarships while she was the
chair of the committee would be eligible for these scholarships and that the criteria would be a high
GPA and a continuation of a career path leading to education. Two awards of $1,500 each were given
to Elizabeth Viersma and Kayleigh Russell, future educators.
Elizabeth received an SCREA scholarship in 2012 as a graduate of Newton High School. She currently attends the University of Delaware and is majoring in elementary education with a concentration in math.
Kayleigh Russell received an SCREA scholarship last year as a graduate of Kittatinny Regional
High School. She currently attends the College of New Jersey and has a double major: Early Childhood Education and Psychology.
Arlene Hartman would be proud of the decision to award scholarships to these two individuals.
We were pleased to present the Fred Aug Memorial Scholarship to Sean Gillen, Vernon Township
High School. He plans to major in Music Education at Ithaca College. The Warren D. Cummings
Philanthropic Foundation Scholarship went to Michele Lawrey, a graduate of Newton High School.
She plans to major in Deaf Education at the College of New Jersey.
We extend a special thank you to all the members who participate in our 50/50 and/or
give donations throughout the year. We would not be able to fund these scholarships if it
were not for your continued involvement. All donations made by check to the SCREA
Philanthropic Fund are tax deductible.
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM (SCREA)
Please reserve ____place (s) for the September 22nd luncheon at the Lafayette House.
Enclosed is my check for $_________($24.00 per person payable to SCREA)
Name __________________________ Guest __________________ ________
Address_________________________________________________________
Phone # _______________________________________
Send to LUCILLE STANZIALE, SCREA, TriCo Plaza, Suite 2, 47 Route 206, Augusta, NJ 07822 by
Sept. 5, 2014 Please note: This is an early deadline as Lucille will be on the SCREA cruise and
will not be in the office 09/15-09/19.
- - -Cut here please - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Second Vice President’ Report– by Lucille Stanziale
Our Fall Luncheon meeting will be held on Monday, September 22 at twelve noon, at
the Lafayette House, Olde Lafayette Village, Lafayette, NJ.
Reservations may be made by mailing your check ($24.00 per person) made out to
SCREA to me at the address above. No phone reservations will be accepted. Membership in SCREA and/or NJREA under the unification guidelines is required.
The deadline for reservations is Sept. 5, 2014. Any reservations received after this
date cannot be guaranteed a meal. Please mail ahead of time to allow for postal delivery. If you cannot attend the meeting, we would like you to have your meal; therefore,
please make arrangements with someone to pick up your meal. For those with religious
or medical restrictions, a vegetarian meal or substitution is available upon request from
your server when seated. Please try to arrive at the luncheon by 11:45 AM but not
before 11:30 AM. The next luncheon meeting is on Monday December 1, 2014.

2013-14 SCREA Treasurer’s Report
For the August/September Meetings
Prepared by Ann C. Lane, Treasurer
General Checking Account
Balance 6/30/2014

11078.09

TriCo Regular CD (matures 10/11/14)

2052.08

Trico Regular .6/30/14

25.00

Lifetime Lakeland 6/30/14

15729.77

Lifetime TriCo CD (matures 7/5/18)

12796.78

Philanthropic/Scholarship 6/30/2014
Lakeland 6/30/2014

3555.44

TriCo Draft (Checking)
TriCo Main Shares
TriCo CD (matures 10/1/14)

3660.20
62.51
5130.24

The financial records were examined on August 11,
2014 by JoAnn Horvath, Audit chair. All accounts
for general funds, lifetime membership and scholarship were examined and found to be in order. The
travel account will be audited upon the return of
Linda Adams, chairperson on August 19.

Menu:
House Salad
Turkey with Stuffing
Mashed Potato
Vegetables
Rolls & Butter
Apple Betty
Coffee or Tea

Minutes (continued from page 4)
Travel: Linda Adams: We had an enjoyable trip to
Penn's Peak on May 20 to see Danny and the Juniors.
We had a tasty lunch and viewed beautiful scenery.
There are 20 going Sept. 13-20 on the Carnival Cruise
to New England and Canada. December 16, 2014 is
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse Holiday Show- Cost $80
Website: Paul Stanziale is working on setting up our
website. An e-mail will be sent out with the address
as soon as it is up and running.
Old Business: none New Business: none
Meeting adjourn at 12:31 PM
Program: Marie Kovacs read a poem by Margaret
Roarke, found in Arlene Hartman’s papers entitled
“Molders of the Future”.
President Bruno presented our scholarships and the
recipients gave an acceptance speech.
Arlene Hartman Memorial Scholarship: Elizabeth
Viersma, University of Delaware and Kayleigh
Russell. College of New Jersey
Warren D. Cummings: Michele Lawrey- Newton HS
Fred Aug: Sean Gillen- Vernon Township HS

SUSSEX COUNTY RETIRED
EDUCATORS ASSOCIATIO N
Tri Co Plaza, Suite 2
47 Route 206
Augusta, NJ 07822

To:

First Vice Presidents Report
by Marie Kovacs
I am looking forward to seeing long-time
friends and meeting new retirees at our September 22nd luncheon.
I have invited Pat Provnick, the current president of NJREA, to address us. She can give upto-the-minute information on our pensions, health
benefits and the latest legislative activities of
Governor Christie.
She will also inform us of NJREA's response
and the status of lawsuits against the governor's
decision not to make the required payment into
our pension fund. Pat will have a chance to meet
her Sussex County constituents and listen to your
concerns.
If you are in contact with any newly retired colleagues please invite them to our meeting. They
can see first hand the benefits of NJREA
membership and why together we can accomplish
things we can not do alone. Ann Lane, our membership chair, can answer any of their
questions and get them the proper forms.
Enjoy the rest of the beautiful summer as we
head into fall and winter.
See you soon.

SCREA Travel Chair Linda Adams, 2nd Vice
President Lucille Stanziale and SCREA President
Linda Bruno met Danny and the Juniors at
Penn’s Peak on May 20th.

