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After School Views
President’s Message by Marie Kovacs

August 2017

PHIL MURPHY HAS MY BACK
In November, New Jersey votes for a new governor. I will cast my ballot
for Phil Murphy, Democratic gubernatorial candidate endorsed by NJEA
and NJREA. I am also encouraging friends, colleagues and family to do
the same.
My pension is my primary source of income– probably the same is true
for you Its solvency is necessary for my future security. Phil Murphy
promises to find ways to ensure TPAF’s and PERS’ continuation, while
still acknowledging the reality of New Jersey’s economic problems. He is
not expecting his job to be easy, but he has new ideas and he is ready to
listen. No part time governor for him.
Ambassador Murphy’s opponent, current Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno
takes the opposite stance. She stated at the NJEA PAC interview that
our pension is not sustainable and educators must accept its eventual
demise. This, despite changes which reduced costs, such as reduced benefits for new and future retirees elimination of the cost of living adjustment (COLA) and higher contributions by active members.
I don’t want to scare anyone. The pension fund has enough assets to fund
most retirees for life even if contributions end, But I am not taking any
chances. I want the active members and the newly retired to know I
have their backs. Phil Murphy has mine.

973-2098731

Necrology
Nancy Clink

973-2937223

Travel:
Linda Adams

973-7141646

Editor:
Georgeanna Lewis

407-4434247

SCREA President Marie Kovacs presents Elizabeth Dena Janos the Fred
Aug Scholarship accompanied by Scholarship Chair Sharon Mullen and
David Vigilante of Visions Credit Union its’ sponsor.
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Government Relations and Legislative Action Report
By Carol Hoernle
On August 5, 6 and 7, I attended the 2017 NJEA Jack Bertolino
Summer Leadership Conference as your Government Relations
Chair. The program was very worthwhile on many levels. The
conference is dedicated to developing strong association advocate
representatives. Watch for news of a Winter conference; it would
be great to have a variety of members experiencing the newest
and latest legislative activity. Other retirees attended the conference. Among the high
points was the key note speaker Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver who spoke at the first
General Session and reinforced her comments made during her announcement for NJ
Lieutenant governor with our endorsed candidate Phil Murphy. Assemblywoman Oliver
pledges to work for Chapter 78 relief.
Sheila Oliver expressed her full support for the progressive agenda that earned Phil
Murphy our members’ endorsement in both the primary and general election. In her
official remarks, she addressed the concerns of public employees who have been
burdened by the onerous health care cost imposed by Chapter 78.
“Let me speak directly to the public employees of our state. I know that as a result of
Chapter 78, you now make less while paying more. You met your end of the bargain
only to see the state once again fail to live up to its commitments.”
“Chapter 78 was an imperfect piece of legislation, made worse by Governor Christie’s
and Lieutenant Governor Guadagno’s outright refusal to fund the pension system. I
have seen firsthand the impact this Administration has had on your lives and on our
state. That is why I, like Phil, will work to provide real relief to public employees taking
home less pay each year due to rising healthcare costs. And that is why I, like Phil, will
always treat you with the respect and dignity that you deserve.”
She also spoke forcefully about the need to provide needed resources to schools particularly higher education.
Legislative Action News

Resources to Stay Informed or To Inform
Go to www.njea.org or
better yet www.njea.org/njrea
Contact Sen. Steven Oroho, Asw. Gail Phoebus and
Asm. Parker Space All have the same phone number &
address 973-827-0200
115 Demarest Road, Suite B,
Sparta, NJ 07871
SenOroho@njleg.org AsmSpace@njleg.org
AswPhoebus@njleg.org
Contact Gov. Chris Christie
1-609-292-6000
PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625

By Carol Hoernle

On August 1, the SCREA Executive
Committee met to interview our local
Senate and Assembly Candidates in
Legislative District 24.
Recommendations for Jennifer Hamilton (D) Senate, Kate Matteson (D) and
Gina Trish (D) both Assembly were presented to the NJEA PAC Operating
Committee. They were approved and
will receive PAC funding.
These candidates have been invited to
our September Luncheon on the 18th.
We hope their schedules will allow them
to attend.
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SCREA MEMBERSHIP
Prepared by Ann Lane, Membership Chair
For August/ September 2017 meetings
Please remember that any dues paid during

the school year go toward that year’s dues not
a year from your payment.
*Unified bills for the Sept. 1, 2017 to Aug. 31,
2018 membership year should have been
mailed out in May or June. If you have not
already mailed in your dues, please do so as
soon as possible so as not to miss any publications. If you have misplaced your bill and need
a duplicate you can request one from NJEA at
609-599-4561 or I can snail or email you a duplicate bill.
*If you or your friends do not receive your
NJREA/NJEA/NEA/or SCREA 2017-2018
publications (starting with the September
NJREA newsletter) you may not have paid
your annual dues.
*Please make sure that you add
SCREANJ@gmail.com to your email contacts
so that you are assured you receive the quarterly SCREA newsletter.
*Life NJREA members that do not have unified membership should send your $10 annual
county membership or $250 life membership
to the address below.
*NJREA members that have membership in
another county and want an additional county
membership in Sussex, please send your $10
annual membership to the address below
Please let any recent retirees you know that
they will probably receive their unified membership bills in September or October when
NJEA realizes they are no longer on their active lists.
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2016-2017 SCREA Treasurer’s Report
For the August/ September meetings
Prepared by Ann C. Lane, Treasurer
General Checking Account
3/31/2017
$18,394.52
Credit
3,256.74
Debit
4,276.35
Balance 6/30/17
$ 17,374.91
Savings 6/30/2017
Visions CD (matures 10/11/17 $2,085.20
Visions Primary
25.04
Lifetime Visions CD
12,893.20
(matures 7/5/18)
Lifetime Lakeland
14,018.07
Philanthropic/ Scholarship 6/30/2017
Lakeland
$ 5,498.25
Visions Business checking
2,449.22
Visions Checking
50.03
Visions CD (matures 10/1/17 2,676.97
If they want they can call NJEA at 609-5994561 to pay their dues with a credit card prior
to that time frame. Please share your newsletter with the new retirees and invite them to our
September luncheon.
If you have any questions/problem about membership or your membership status, or receiving
the county newsletter, please do not hesitate to
contact me by phone, email or snail mail.
(973.209.4129 (home), 973.945.9708 (cell),
laneac9999@gmail.com, or 21 Aspen, Hamburg
NJ 07419).

Necrology
By Nancy Clink
April 28, 2017 to August 20, 2017
We will sadly miss our member, Margaret Checkur, who died May 25. Margaret
was a primary teacher in Woodbridge Township, who retired in 1989 with 38 years
of service.
Please contact me at 973-293-7223 if you hear of the demise of one of our members.
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Secretary’s Minutes:
By Shirley Smith
Acting Secretary

The June 5, 2017 meeting at the Lafayette House
was called to order with the flag salute by President
Kovacs at 12:10 PM. After the singing of God Bless
America, the invocation was given by Maija Volk.
President Kovacs welcomed members to the final
meeting of the year. There was one new attendee
from Byram. President Kovacs introduced today’s
guests: scholarship recipients their families and guidance counselors, and David Vigilante, representing
Visions Credit Union, sponsor of the Fred Aug Scholarship. Executive Board members, who would not be
presenting reports were introduced.
Motion “to accept the minutes of the April 3, 2017
meeting and the treasurer’s report as printed in the
May newsletter” by Nancy Clink. Motion passed.
President’s Report: President Kovacs encouraged
support of the Visions Federal Credit Union. She
explained the benefits of a credit union and its monetary commitment to education and community projects. She thanked David Vigilante for attending
today’s meeting. President Kovacs announced the
new NJREA officers: Judy Perkins– President, Walt
Krichling– 1st VP, Joan Wright– 2nd VP, Harriet
(Kitty) Sausa– Secretary and Dianne Papadinec–
Treasurer. Pat Provnick, outgoing president is getting around with a walker after months of rehab following a serious fall. She sends best wishes to all.
Committee Reports
1st VP Pam Raynor will report later.
2nd VP Linda Adams reported that many senior
groups are having trouble getting full busses for
events. A large number of senior groups are now
running trips for their members. She spoke to several groups about combining events so that no one has
to cancel an event. Only 24 have signed up for the
Thousand Island trip in September; we need a minimum of 35. Please consider going as we always have
a great time.

Linda Adams has called the Lafayette
House about pricing. They can offer us similar packages for the Fall 2017– Spring 2018
luncheons. There may be a small increase
from this past year but it’s still a significant
discount from the regular price ($32) for the
luncheon packages plus soup course. Your
discounted package will include soup, salad,
chicken/ pork/ pasta entrée, dessert, coffee/
tea. The luncheon meetings are Sept. 18,
Dec. 4, April 9 and June 4.
Scholarship: Sharon Mullen, Scholarship
Chair, reported that $1,800 has been collected. Scholarship recipients will be introduced during the program. JoAnn Horvath,
NJREA Scholarship Chair, announced that
the state recipients were students from
Ocean County.
Government Relations: Carol Hoernle
reminded members that June 6th is primary
day and to support Phil Murphy, NJEA endorsed candidate.
Old Business: Linda Bruno, Budget Chair,
made a motion on behalf of the committee to
accept the SCREA 2017-2018 budget as
printed in the newsletter. Ann Lane seconded. Motion passed. New Business: none
Announcement: There will be a concert on
June 10th at the Hackettstown Presbyterian
Church.
Adjournment
Program: Pam Raynor introduced Scholarship Chair, Sharon Mullen. Sharon introduced Elizabeth Dena Janos (Sussex Co.
Technical School) as the recipient of the
Fred Aug Scholarship along with her guidance counselor, Ada Guarcello. Sharon also
introduced Madeline Teitsma (Kittatinny
Regional High School) recipient of the Warren B. Cummings Scholarship and her guidance counselor, John Gill.
NJREA officers:
Judy Perkins
Joan Wright
Walter Krichling
Dianne Papadinec
Kitty Sausa
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SCREA Travel
NYC Christmas Lights Tour
Friday December 8, 2017 $85 PP
Leave 10:30 AM - Return 8:00 PM
From Newton Park and Ride
Fabulous Family Style Lunch at Carmine’s
Uptown
Three Hour Guided Bus Tour
Lighted Dinosaurs at Museum of Natural
History
Holiday Stars at Columbus Circle
Windows at Bloomindale’s and Barneys
Park Avenue Trees
Stops at: Rockefeller Center, Carmine’s,
Saks Light Show and The Tree
Contact: Linda Adams (973) 827-6285
lin150@ptd.net cell (973)-714-1646
Mail checks written to SCREA Trips to
Linda Adams
37 Fairview. Ave.
Hamburg, NJ 07419
SCREA TRAVEL REPORT– August 21, 2017
By Linda Adams
We have 35 people signed up for the Thousand
Island trip and we are not accepting any more
people. The bus will leave the Newton Park and
Ride promptly at 7:30 AM on Sept. 5th.
The trip to NYC to see the Christmas lights has 36
paid already. The bus leaves the Newton Park
and Ride at 10:30 AM on Friday, Dec. 8th and returns about 8 PM. There is room for about 50 or
55 people. First come, first served. Please contact
Linda Adams for this tour if you have not done so.
She will take names for the 2018 day trips now
with payment starting in January 2018.

Looking Ahead to 2018
Culinary Institute of America and
Locust Grove, Hyde Park NY
Thurs., April 26, 2018 Price TBA
Great food and beautiful sights start with a
student guided tour of the Culinary Institute
and a served lunch at one of their dining
rooms. Locust Grove Estate is located on 200
acres overlooking the Hudson River. Please
note: the Culinary Institute’s Dress Code is
business casual, no jeans or sneakers please.
Beware this is a walking tour. Lunch will
include a first course, main course, dessert
and coffee/ tea or iced tea.

Trip to NYC Fri. May 18,2018 $75 pp
Choice 1– National 9/11 Memorial Museum.
Exhibits tell the story of 9/11 through multimedia displays, archives, narrative and artifacts. Lunch is on your own. I suggest Le
District, a new French inspired food hall at
the World Financial Center that offers an
impressive variety of quality venues.
Choice 2– One World Trade Observatory
After orientation at the Global Welcome
Center, we’ll rocket to the 102 floor of the
hemisphere’s tallest building. We’ll later
take a walking tour of the amazing world
trade transportation hub, historic St. Paul’s
Chapel and the September 11th Memorial.
Lunch on your own. I suggest Le District.
STATUE OF LIBERTY AND ELLIS ISLAND

Thurs. September 20, 2018 $70 pp
Travel to Liberty State Park in Jersey City
and take ferries to the two historic islands.
Audio guide is included. From 1892 to 1954
12 million immigrants passed through Ellis
Island. Take a 45 minute ranger guided tour
of the immigration building. At the Statue
of Liberty, we’ll walk the promenade and
have spectacular views of the Manhattan
skyline.
Included in this trip is a box lunch of turkey
or ham and cheese sandwich, chips, cookies
and soda or bottled water.

VOLUME 18 NUMBER 1

AFTER SCHOOL VIEWS

Scholarship Report
By Sharon Mullen

Congratulations to the 2017 SCREA scholarship winners, Elizabeth Dena Janos and Madeline
Teitsma. We wish them the best as they pursue their dream of a career in education.
Madeline Teitsma is the recipient of the Warren D. Cummings Scholarship. Madeline (pictured on
the left above) had a commitment the day of our luncheon, but her parents and guidance counselor,
John Gill, from Kittatinny Regional High School (picture on the right) accepted the award on her
behalf. (On the ends of the photo are Sharon Mullen, chair and Debbie Goren, member of the selection committee.) Madeline will pursue a music education major at Lebanon Valley College.
Elizabeth Dena Janos, the recipient of the Fred Aug Memorial Scholarship, is a 2017 graduate of
Sussex County Technical School. She will be attending William Paterson University in the fall
with the goal of becoming a physical education teacher and coach.
SCREA would like to express our sincere appreciation to Visions Federal Credit Union and all the
members who generously donated to the Philanthropic Fund.

-----------------------------------For Donations to the SCREA Philanthropic Fund (scholarship)
Name: ______________________________
Amount ____________________

Date:_________

Address:___________________________________________________________________
(Optional) In memory________________________
(Optional) Name & Address to send acknowledgement to
Please write check to SCREA Philanthropic fund and mail it to SCREA
Philanthropic Fund, PO Box 502, Augusta, NJ, 07822
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Menu:
Soup du Jour
House Salad
Chicken Marsala
Vegetable &
Starch
Apple Betty
Rolls and butter
Coffee or Tea

Calendar of Events
Mon. Oct.23 , 2017 Executive Meeting
Mon. Oct. 30, 2017 Mailing Meeting

Mon Dec. 4, 2017 Luncheon meeting
Fri. Dec. 8, 2017 Bus trip to NYC
Mon. Feb 26, 2018 Executive Meeting
Mon. March 5, 2018 Mailing Meeting
Mon. April 8, 2018 Luncheon meeting
Mon. June 4, 2018 Luncheon meeting
All luncheons are planned for the
Lafayette House at Noon. Executive
and mailing meetings are at 10 AM
at the Visions Meeting Room,
47 Rt. 206 Augusta, NJ 07822.

Executive Board Decision 8/21/2017
By President Marie Kovacs

Price Increase:
Linda Adams, 2nd VP, works hard to
provide good value for our luncheon
money. Although she continues to
search for better deals, the four course
lunch at the Lafayette House is currently the best value.
The increase is $1.50, but you will only
pay an extra dollar. The SCREA can
cover the extra $.50 per person at this
time.

SUSSEX COUNTY RETIRED
EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

PO Box 502
Augusta, NJ 07822

First Vice Presidents Report

Health Benefits Report

By Pam Raynor

by Marie Kovacs

I am happy to announce, that Judy Perkins, the
new president of NJREA and 1st Vice President
Walter Krichling, will be our keynote speakers at
our luncheon meeting on September 18th. Judy
will be traveling from Cape May County, so I hope
I can count on many of you to come out and meet
Judy and Walter . Judy and Walter will be bringing us the latest news from Trenton, and information that is important to all retirees.
Please share your newsletter with other retirees
who have not joined yet, or let their membership
lapsed. It is important that every retiree join
NJREA so that our association grows. A growing
association is one that will stand strong for our
benefits. The annual dues are only $94.00, less
than $2.00 a week. You fought so hard for benefits
while you were working, we still need you to fight
for your benefits now. So for less than the cost of a
soda, or coffee, please join SCREA and NJREA.

YOU’RE NJEA,
YOU’RE IN THE KNOW
The NJEA will have a new prescription plan, Optum RX, beginning January 1, 2018. The NJEA.org website
has all the information about how the
plan was chosen. You will learn more
in our next newsletter, but your coverage will not change.
Thanks to your membership, NJEA
has the clout to negotiate for you and
find ways to give us the coverage to
which we are accustomed. Nonmembers get little or no information
about changes, but unfortunately do
reap the rewards of our union without
contributing to its support.

