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Sussex County Retired
Educators Association
After School Views
WELCOME BACK

Meeting/Luncheon
Mon.Sept.17,2018
Lafayette House
12 Noon
• Cost $ 28.00
• Entrée: Roast Chicken
• Deadline: Sept. 10
• Program: NJREA Officers
Judy Perkins & Walter
Krichling
The SCREA is
affiliated with the
New Jersey Retirees’
Education
Association

Welcome to a new year at the SCREA. This year will mark the end of my presidency and I hope it will be a year of good news for public school educators and
retirees. However, it is not happening yet. Read on.
First, the collective voice of American workers was weakened by the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling in Janus vs. AFSCME. Employees no longer have a choice
between joining their union or paying agency fee for the benefits they receive.
They can now opt out of their union and get a free ride, reaping the rewards of a
negotiated contract and the protection of a union agreement.
This case overturned more than four decades of established law and tilts the
balance of power in the workplace even further toward the employer.
NJEA has plans to minimize the anticipated decrease in membership. NJEA
President Marie Blitzen remarked "... they cannot do anything about our determination to organize, to advocate and to fight...". Obviously, our leadership does
not plan to lose its political muscle or influence.
Next, many members expressed concern about the court case between Express
Scripts and OptumRx, our current pharmacy benefits manager. The court found
in favor of Express Scripts' appeal of the bidding process NJEA used. A process
in which drug vendors entered a reverse auction that had drug benefits providers bidding against each other on specific drugs.

President:
Marie Kovacs

973-9458344

However, the case in question has NOTHING TO DO WITH THE LEVEL OF
BENEFITS MEMBERS RECEIVE. You will NOT see any changes in your benefits. Of course, NJEA is reviewing the case carefully.

First Vice Pres.
Pam Raynor

973-3838575

As you know, the new normal is that we must be vigilant, although retired. We
must encourage retirees to join us. We must stay strong and united.
Welcome to a new year.

Second Vice Pres.
Linda Adams

973-7141646

Treasurer/Membership

Ann C. Lane

973-2094129

Secretary
Theresa Boscia

973-2098731

Necrology
Nancy Clink

973-2937223

Travel:
Linda Adams

973-7141646

Editor:
Georgeanna Lewis

407-4434247

Scholarship committee members Shirley Smith (left) and Debbie Gorin (right),
Vice President Pam Raynor and President Marie Kovacs congratulate SCREA
Warren D. Cummings scholarship winner Ryan Ryersen.
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GR Report
NJREA the Daytime Face of NJEA

ATTENTION MEMBERS:

President Kovacs attended an NJEA sponsored
lobby day on June 25th at the Capitol Building
in Trenton along with other NJEA AND NJREA
members. She waited in the hallway for our legislators to walk pass. The message was simpleask them to support the budget with a predictable stream of revenue (like the millionaire's tax)
and not a budget that is balanced with one time
gimmicks.
President Kovacs also stayed for Governor Murphy's press conference in which he promised to
advert a looming state shutdown. One president
commented, "It was a wild ride."
The resulting 2019 State Budget was a victory
for education and educators. It included a 3.2
billion pension payment, fully funded member
post-retirement medical premiums, a historic
increase in public school funding, expanded preschool access and increased higher education
funding.
Political involvement matters! None of this
would have happened without members and
NJEA's amazing staff.

If you have been gravely impacted by the
loss of the COLA or are paying health benefits in retirement because of Chapter
78, contact President Kovacs at 973-9458344. NJEA is preparing a video and needs
members willing to speak out about the impact of Chapter 78.

Resources to Stay Informed or
To Inform
Go to www.njea.org or
better yet www.njea.org/njrea
Contact Senator Steven Oroho,
Assemblyman Parker Space and Assemblyman
Hal Widths
All have the same phone number & address
973-827-0200
115 Demarest Road, Suite B,
Sparta, NJ 07871
SenOroho@njleg.org AsmSpace@njleg.org
AsmWirths@njleg.org
Contact Gov. Phil Murphy
1-609-292-6000
PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625

Legislative Action
Oppose the Kavanaugh nomination to the Supreme Court: Stand up for Public Education
The Supreme Court was designed to be a check on power. If confirmed, Judge Brett Kavanaugh would further
the agenda of Education Secretary Betsy DeVos and would further swing the court in favor of the wealthy and
powerful, while negatively impacting women, public education, and working families for decades.
Throughout his tenure on the bench, Kavanaugh has consistently ruled against the values we as educators
hold dear about public education. He has praised rulings and legal theories that justify allowing public money
to be funneled into religious institutions.
Kavanaugh has indicated that he will side with insurance companies who want to take coverage away from
students and their family members with preexisting conditions. And he has shown that he is hostile to protections for educators to advocate for the resources they and their students need.
Powerful anti-union and anti-public education organizations are bankrolling efforts to support Kavanaugh’s
nomination,
A quick way to show your opposition is to go to www.nea.org, read the article, then go to Legislative Action
where you can send a form letter to your congressmen. A more personal way is to contact Maine Senator Susan Collins and Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski and urge them to oppose this nomination to the Supreme
Court. Please contact New Jersey Senator Bob Menendez and Senator Cory Booker and thank them for their
opposition.
Bret Kavanaugh can not be trusted to protect the interests of students and educators should he be confirmed
to sit on the Supreme Court.
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SCREA MEMBERSHIP
Prepared by Ann Lane, Membership Chair
For August/September 2017 meetings

Please remember that any dues paid during the
school year go toward that year’s dues (Sept. 1 to
Aug. 31) not a year from your payment.
*Unified bills for the 2017-18 membership year
should have been mailed out in May or June. If
you have not already mailed in your dues, please
do so as soon as possible so as not to miss any
publications. If you have misplaced your bill and
need a duplicate, you can request one from NJEA
at 609-599-4561 or I can snail or email you a duplicate bill.
*If you or your friends do not receive your
NJREA/NJEA/NEA/or SCREA 2017-2018 publications (starting with the September NJREA
newsletter) you may not have paid your annual
dues.
*Please make sure that you add SCREANJ@
gmail.com to your email contacts so that you are
assured you receive the quarterly SCREA newsletter.
*Life NJREA members who do not have unified
membership should send their $10 annual county membership or $250 life membership to the
address below.
*NJREA members who have membership in another county and want an additional county
membership in Sussex, please send your $10 annual membership to the address below
*Please let any recent retirees you know, that
they will probably receive their unified membership bills in September or October when NJEA
realizes they are no longer on their active lists. If
they want, they can call NJEA at 609-599-4561
to pay their dues with a credit card prior to that
time frame. Please share your newsletter with
the new retirees and invite them to our September luncheon.
If you have any questions/problem about membership or your membership status, or receiving
the county newsletter, please do not hesitate to
contact me by phone, email or snail mail.
973.209.4129 (home), 973.945.9708 (mobile &
text), 21 Aspen, Hamburg NJ 07419 or
laneac9999@gmail.com.
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2017-18 SCREA Treasurer’s Report 4
For the August/ September Meetings
Prepared by Ann C. Lane, Treasure
General Checking Account
Balance 3/31/2018
$20,541.34
Income
3,228.51
Debit
4,168.97
Balance 6/27/ 2018
$ 19,600.88
As of 6/ 27/ 2018
Visions Regular CD (matures 10/11/18) 2,094.82
Visions Primary Share 01
25.08
Lifetime Lakeland (matures 7/5/18)
12,925.47
Lifetime Lakeland
13,464.84
Philanthropic/Scholarship 6/30/2018
Lakeland
Visions Business checking
Visions (Main Shares 01)
Visions (Main Shares 02)
Visions CD (matures 14/1/18)

7,925.05
2,454.30
25.07
25.04
2,689.36

Website:
Our SCREA website is a link on the njea.org
website and www.screa-njea.org Your user
name is the # on your NJEA membership card
and the last 4 digits of your Social Security
number is your password unless you have
changed it. Let Lucille Stanziale or Linda
Bruno know if you want anything else published. A goal of the SCREA Executive Committee is to keep members informed.

Necrology
By Nancy Clink
April 20 to August 11, 2018
We will sadly miss our member Phyllis Laskey who passed away May 8. She taught in
Stanhope for 32 years.
Please contact me at 973-293-7223 if you hear of the demise of one of our members.
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Secretary’s Minutes:
By Theresa Boscia

The June 4, 2018 meeting at the Lafayette
House was called to order with the flag salute
led by President Kovacs at 12:05 PM. The singing of God Bless America was accompanied by
Barbara Henderson. The invocation was given
by President Kovacs.
Members were welcomed to our final meeting of
the school year and first-time attendees were
asked to introduce themselves. President Kovacs
introduced the members of the Executive Board,
who were not giving reports, the scholarship recipient, Ryan Ryersen and his family.
Correspondence: Pam Raynor received a
thank you for our donations to the food bank.
Minutes of the Apr. 9, 2018 meeting and the
Treasurer’s report were approved and filed.
President’s Report: President Kovacs attended the DA meeting with all county presidents. A
disturbing report showed NJREA membership
down. We must continue our recruitment efforts
and remind people that membership matters,
the legislature can give and take away. An explanation was given on Assembly bill A2001 and
its negative impact on higher education.
Committee Reports
1st VP Pam Raynor, subbing for Sharon Mullen,
introduced the scholarship recipients and the
speaker from Newton Medical Center.
2nd VP Linda Adams announced that the next
meeting will be Sept. 17, 2018. She has been
pricing different venues and is trying to find out
if we have any interest in a soup and wrap
lunch.
Travel Report: Linda Adams - The May 18th
9/11 trip had to be cancelled. There is competition from senior groups and no one is filling a
bus. Only 15 people have signed up for the Niagara Falls trip and only 9 so far for the Statue of
Liberty trip.
Treasurer/Membership: Ann Lane - Membership forms went out. State membership dues
have gone up to $95, $85 if lifetime member of
county.
Government Relations: Lobby Days in Trenton will be on June 21th, 25th and 28th. For information go to NJEA not just the state house.
NJREA Scholarship – JoAnn Horvath announced recipients, one from Morris, Ocean &
Camden counties.

Old Business: OptumRX will provide a speaker
for one of our meetings. There was a lost lawsuit
on bidding process. More info to come.
Pass It Along, a program to develop leadership
skills in high school students, asked us to support
a scholarship. The Executive Committee voted to
partially support one for $1000, for one year.
The Janus Supreme Court case (If you decide not
to pay membership dues, you will be charged an
agency fee.) has been heard and a decision will be
reported soon.
The May 11 Financial Expo had a disappointingly
low turnout but tremendous support from Visions.
David Vigilante spoke.
Four retirees attended LAT meeting on Apr. 29th.
New Business: You will receive the NJEA Review this week, the retired newsletter is bundled
with it. All were encouraged to attend the
NJREA Convention in Nov. - one speaker on cyber
security and two cardiologists.
Adjournment - Motion by Ann Lane to adjourn at
12:40, seconded by Barbara Henderson. Passed.
Program: Pam Raynor presented the two scholarship awards. Ryan Ryersen from Sparta H.S.
was the recipient of the Warren D. Cummings
scholarship and Hannah Aroune from High Point
Regional H.S. received the Fred Aug scholarship.
Thank you to Visions Federal Credit Union for
their support.
Pam introduced Tania Dikun, Volunteer Coordinator, from Newton Medical Center, who spoke
about the Volunteer Services program. Volunteers, in 4 hour shifts, can be placed at the gift
shop, pet therapy, information desk, etc. There is
a special need for help on weekends, Sat. & Sun.
mornings. Applications were available.

SCREA Member Gail Baum and Tania Dikun.
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SCREA Travel Report
Proposed Trips for 2018– 2019
By Linda Adams
QVC tour with group lunch around $130.00 depending on the place we pick for lunch in the end of
March 2019.
Grounds for Sculpture tour and lunch & motor coach
- $150 per person in late April or early May 2019.
For the holidays I am working on lunch at Carmines
and perhaps a show at Radio City Music Hall in early December 2018.

Sept. 20, 2018 Thursday $70 PP
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island
Travel to Liberty Park in Jersey City and
take ferries to two historic islands. An audio
guide is included. From 1892 to 1954, twelve
million immigrants passed through Ellis Island. We’ll take a 45 minute ranger guided
tour of the immigration museum in the main
building.

NJREA News

At the Statue of Liberty we’ll walk the promenade, featuring wayside exhibits and spectacular views of Manhattan. We also have
passes to the top of the pedestal to see the
exhibits there.
Included is a box lunch of turkey or ham and
cheese sandwich, chips, cookies, bottled
water or soda.
We need more people to go on this trip. Otherwise it may be cancelled.

Contact: Linda Adams
973-714-1646 or Lin150@ptd.net
Mail checks written out to
SCREA Trip Account
to: Linda Adams
37 Fairview Avenue
Hamburg, NJ 07419

SCREA President Marie Kovacs presents NJREA
Scholarship chair JoAnn Horvath (center) with a
check for the state scholarship. Looking on is
NJREA Treasurer Dianne Papadinec (right).
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Scholarship News
By Pam Raynor and Sharon Muller
Again we have chosen two outstanding Sussex County public high school students to be the recipient of our two scholarships.
Warren D. Cummings Scholarship
Ryan Ryersen is ranked 44 out of a class of 275 from Sparta High School. He has taken honors and advanced placement classes during his entire high school career. Ryan exhibited leadership and consistency in many areas in all four years in high school. He has participated in numerous sports and school
activities including swimming, where he served as captain, marching band, captain of the chess team
and yearbook editor. He is a member of the Art Honor Society and the National Honor Society. In addition Ryan volunteered at St. Katerina Church and Sussex County Youth Orchestra, and served as a
math tutor.
What impressed and touched the scholarship committee most were his own words. Ryan wrote "My father, a high school teacher, always told me that he loved going to work each and every day. Many of his
former students have conveyed the positive impact that my father had on their life and career choice. It
is said that teachers touch the future and I hope, in my future to bring about positive change in the life
of a child."
We wish all the best to Ryan, as he starts his studies in mathematics secondary education at Syracuse
University.
Fred Aug Scholarship
Hannah Rose Aroune ranks 18th in a class of 242 at High Point Regional High School. Clearly a leader
amongst her peers, Hannah served as Executive President of Student Council, and participated in Varsity Cheerleading, Peer Counseling and Pass It Along. She is a member of the Foreign Language, Art
and Business Honor Societies as well as the National Honor Society. In addition, her community activities include Girl Scouts, Youth Cheerleading coach, and St Mary's church acolyte to name a few.
Hannah herself wrote," My perseverance and difficulties in school (after suffering concussions) transformed my outlook and shaped me into a more empathetic and understanding person. Obtaining my
teaching degree will help me become that outstanding teacher that I needed in my struggles and that I
always admired. Every student deserves a teacher who deeply cares, and I am determined to be that
teacher, thus honoring those who made that very impact on me."
We wish Hannah all the best as she pursues her studies in the field of Elementary and Special Education at SUNY Geneseo.
The Scholarship committee thanks all who donated to this worthwhile endeavor.

For Donations to the SCREA Philanthropic Fund (scholarship)

Name: ______________________________
Date:_________

Amount ____________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________
(Optional) In memory of ________________________
(Optional) Name & Address to send acknowledgement to
Please write check to SCREA Philanthropic Fund and mail it to SCREA Philanthropic Fund, PO Box 502, Augusta, NJ 07822
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Second Vice President’ Report– by Linda Adams

MENU

Reservations may be made by mailing your check for $28.00 per person made
out to SCREA to Linda Adams at the address above. No phone reservations
will be accepted. Membership in the SCREA and/or NJREA under the unification guidelines is required.

Soup du jour

The deadline for reservations is Sept 10. 2018. Any reservations received after this date cannot be guaranteed a meal. Please mail ahead of time to allow
for postal delivery. If you cannot attend the meeting. We would like you to
make arrangements to have someone pick up your meal for you. Please make
those arrangements. For those with religious or dietary restrictions, a vegetarian meal or substitution is available upon request from your server when
seated. Please try to arrive at the luncheon by 11:45 AM but not before 11:30
AM. Our next luncheon meeting is in December 3.

House salad
Half Roast Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Vegetables
Rolls & Butter
Chocolate Mouse
Coffee or Tea

The general population attending our meetings agreed that they wanted
the luncheons at the Lafayette house to be a full course meal, the price
was raised to $28 but this includes better choices in food. The holiday
dinner will be your choice of prime rib or salmon and will cost $30. We
hope this is agreeable to all.

Calendar of Events
Sept. 11– 14, 2018 Trip to Niagara Falls
Mon. Sept 17, 2018 Luncheon Meeting
Thurs. Sept 20, 2018 Statue of Liberty Trip
Thurs. Sept. 27, 2018 NJREA Luncheon Meeting
Mon. Oct. 22, 2018 SCREA Executive Meeting
Mon. Oct. 29, 2018 Mailing meeting
Weds./Thurs. Nov. 7 and 8 ,2018 NJREA Convention Atlantic City, NJ
Mon. Dec. 3, 2018 SCREA Luncheon Meeting
Mon. April 1, 2019 SCREA Luncheon Meeting
Mon. June 3, 2019 SCREA Luncheon Meeting

All luncheon/ meetings are planned for the
Lafayette House at Noon. Executive and mailing meetings are at 10 AM at Visions Community Room, 47 Rt. 206, Augusta, NJ 07822

The SCREA needs a Government Relations
co-chair to attend meetings several times a
year and to bring back information to our
members. If you are interested, contact
Marie at 973-945-8344. She will work with
you if attending every meeting would be
burdensome.
SCREA also needs a Member Benefits
Chair. The position requires you to work
with NJEA Member Benefits. You will be
very popular as you show members how to
save money.

SUSSEX COUNTY RETIRED
EDUCATORS
ASSOCIATION
Returns to
PO Box 502
Augusta, NJ 07822

First Vice President’s Report
By Pam Raynor

I want to welcome all of our newest retirees to
Sussex County Retired Educators Association. Each retiree that I have spoken with
agrees that RETIREMENT is the best gift you
can give yourself. As the first days of September come, sit back and enjoy the luxury of doing
whatever you want! Be it, sleeping in, volunteering, playing hours of golf and or tennis,
learning new games like Bridge or Mahjong,
taking up hobbies like painting or photography, or maybe you will be caregivers for your
grandchildren. I wish you much joy and fun in
your next chapter.
Our speakers for our September 17th luncheon
will be Judy Perkins, President of NJREA, and
Vice President Walter Krichling. They will
give us the latest information coming out of
Trenton, with regards to our pensions and
health care. If you are aware of friends who
have not renewed their membership, encourage
them to come to the luncheon and rejoin
SCREA.

Come meet and Welcome NJREA Vice President Walter Krichling (left) and NJREA President Judy Perkins (center right) to Sussex
County. Pictured with them are SCREA First Vice
President Pam Raynor (center left) and SCREA
President Marie Kovacs.

